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Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe To Build 100 New Homes

The Leech Lake Band of
Ojibwe Tribal Council in respect to
their administrative plan goals and
objectives is proud to announce
their 100 home initiative. Chairman
Peter D. White says, fiThese yrst one
hundred homes being built is only a
start. This iniative which is part of the
current Tribal Councilis administrative
plan will continue on in future years.
This initiative is for the betterment of
our people!d

With that in mind, the
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe proudly
announces its newest division, the

iHomeownership Programo. The
program is administered by the Leech
Lake Business Corporation on behalf
of the Band. The primary purpose
of the Homeownership Program
is to operate a low interest home
loan program for eligible Leech Lake
families that meet the requirements
of the program and will operate on a
yrst come T yrst serve basis.

Those three requirements are:
1) you must be an enrolled member
of the Leech Lake Reservation; 2)
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Model home currently under construction.

Northern Lights Hotel Holds Grand Openlng

By Patsy Gordon

In the beautiful new lobby
of the Northern Lights Hotel, the
Timberland Singers started out the
morning ceremony with an honor
song. Gaming Director, Rodney
White, followed the drum group and
introduced the special guests as they
got up to speak.

Leech Lake Chairman, Peter
White, welcomed the audience and
told them how the new Northern
Lights Casino and Hotel came about.
fiThis new facility lifts our spirits, it
gives us a little elbow room, a long
time ago it wasnit like thato Many
of you may recall that an old strip
mall was renovated and housed the
old Northern Lights Casino where
it was real easy to bump into your
neighboring slot player or blackjack
player, whichever the case may have
been. White says, iWe can now give
our customers an adequate place to
be entertained and we ynally have a
facility that can compete with others
through out the state. | think this
whole thing is awesomelo Part of
Whiteis message was to never forget
the employee, no matter what level
they work at. He thanked the front
line employees, saying they are the
ones that make a difference. Before
he concluded his speech, he made a
point of recognizing the housekeeping

L to R: Chairman Peter Whlte Lyman Losh, Arthur nArchleo LaRose
Rodney White, Luke Wilson, Richard Robinson.
Photo courtesy of Northern Lights Casino

crew who sat in the audience. The
team members were applauded.
General Manager of the
Northern Lights facility, George
Goggleye, Jr, also commended
staff for their part in the success
of the new casino/hotel and said fil
congratulate all of these individuals
and say thank you to the dedicated
staff that is creating the event
center as not only an excellent and
memorable concert hall, but a special
arena for conventions, seminars and

trade shows. This is a proud moment
for Leech Lake Gaming and an equally
proud moment for the Leech Lake
Band of Ojibwed. He also told the
audience that Northern Lights has
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Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig
School Adds New
Program To Their

Curriculum.

By Patsy Gordon

The newly opened day
treatment program at the Bug-O-
Nay-Ge-Shig School is called the
Wembaashing Program which in
Ojibwe translates to filifted upo or
filifted by the windo. A grand opening
was held for the program at the
school on September 4, 2003.

Michael Erickson has been
hired to direct the program which
iS meant to assist students who are
encountering emotional difyculties
and behavioral problems. The
program is two fold in that it will
provide a safe learning environment
for the involved students and teach
them how to get along with other
people.

The program employs two
teachers, one social worker, and two
outreach assistant/parent liasions.
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Are Your Oak Trees Dying?

By Carol Mortensen, DRM Botanist/Invasive Species Project Coordinator

The information in this
column was taken from an article by
Mike Albers, Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources Forest Health
Specialist, and from the Forest
Servicefs Forest Insect and Disease
website, www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/
pubs/ydleast.htm.

Many oak trees have died
the last couple of years as a result
of infestation by the two-lined
chestnut borer (TLCB), a native
insect found from eastern Canada
across the US to the Rocky Mountains.
Once a pest of the American chestnut
tree, TLCB now attacks all Minnesota
oaks, but its yrst choice seems to
be red oak. It targets trees already
weakened by some other factor
such as drought or tent caterpillar
defoliation, stressful conditions that
can make them more susceptible to
attack.

So the best thing you can do
to protect your oak trees from being
killed by the borer is to keep them
healthy and vigorous so they are
able to yght off TLCB attack. The
best way to do this, for your yard
trees at least, is to water them in
times of drought, avoid compacting
the soil, changing the soil grade
or water drainage pattern through
construction activities, damaging

the bark, or allowing other insects
such as tent caterpillars to defoliate
or stress the trees.

Healthy trees
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can yght off the borers; trees under
stress are vulnerable.

Life Cycle

Adult TLCB beetles lay eggs
on weakened oaks in late May-June.
Once the larvae hatch they feed on
the inner bark of live branches and
stems, their tunnels girdling the
branches and causing the leaves to
turn brown. The tunnels are visible
if the bark is removed from infested
branches. The larvae pupate
beneath the bark and emerge as
adults through D-shaped exit holes
the following spring.

Identiycation

Adult beetles are up to | 0
long, slender, and black with two
golden stripes along the back. In
our area they may begin to emerge
around late May, peaking in mid to
late June. They feed on oak leaves,
mate, and lay their eggs in small
clusters in cracks and crevices of the
bark. The larvae hatch in 1-2 weeks
and are slender, white, with two
spines at the tip of the abdomen, and
reach about an inch in length.

Signs of TLCB Infestation

If the oaks in your yard have
been attacked, you probably noticed
the yrst signs around mid-July. The
leaves on some branches began to
wilt and turn reddish-brown, while

Letter to the Editor:

Now that the school year has
started, lid like to order 100 De Bah
Ji Mon newspapers on a monthly
basis, to use in my classes at Bug O
Nay Ge Shig High School and Cass
Lake-Bena High School this year. We
write questions to go with the articles
from the newspaper and the students
take it with them as homework.

The students enjoy reading
about what is happening around the
Leech Lake Reservation, and they
especially like the proyles that you
write about the elders. Miigwech for
your coverage of events.

Sincerely, Mike Schmid

the leaves on other branches stayed
green. These browned branches are
dead and wonit produce leaves next
year. Although trees can be killed in
one year, usually the crown of the
tree is attacked the yrst year, with
the infestation working its way down
the tree during the second and third
years.

What You Can Do

By the time you read this
article, the TLCB attack will be over
with for this year and therefs not much
you can do for your trees until next
year. Remember, two-lined chestnut
borers attack stressed oaks. If your
trees made it through this summer
without becoming infested, youill
want to keep a few things in mind for
next summer. Deep watering is very
importantd®your trees need about an
inch a week, whether from rain or
a hose, from May to August. Donit
use fertilizers or herbicides within
50 feet of your oaks. Donit compact
or change the grade or depth of the
soil under the trees. And donit bring
fresh oak yrewood into your yarddit
may infect your trees.

If Your Trees Are Already
Infested

If a lot of the oaks in your
neighborhood are infested with TLCB,
removing a few trees wonit do much
good. You can prune out infested
branches in late summer by cutting
beyond the last wilted leaves on each
branch, then burning, chipping, or
burying the infested material before
the adult beetles emerge.

If you decide to remove
oaks that have died or have more
than 50% crown dieback, this is
where it gets complicated. If done
improperly or at the wrong time, the
borer infestation will simply continue.
This is the point at which you really
need to consult an expert, even if you
want to keep the wood for yrewood.
For information on local sources of
information, call me (218-225-7428
or 800-442-3942) and lill try to
connect you with someone who can
advise you.

Remember, prevention by
keeping your oak trees healthy is
your best bet when it comes to
saving them from infestation by the
two-lined chestnut borer.

Freelance Writers Wanted!
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DFL Searches for Candidates, Hold October Debate

DFL Search Committee

With the passing of summer,
the Beltrami County DFL has
formed a search committee to
encourage interested people to run
for State Representative in 2004.
The committee has encouraged
representation to the group from
other counties, (that are part of
Beltrami Countyis two legislative
districts 2B and 4A) to participate
or hold their own forums. As yve
persons have already expressed
interest in running to varying
degrees, the Beltrami DFL will hold
separate debates for each district on
two successive dates in October.

According to Committee
Chair, Michael Meuers, a potential
candidate need not be committed
to running but only have interest.
We are hoping anyone who has
ever thought of serving in the state
legislature, will contact a member of
the committee to let us know of their
interest, answer any questions that
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you must provide proof of steady
employment for the past two years;
and 3) you must provide proof of
your ability to pay a mortgage every
month.

Three model homes are
currently under construction at
this moment that will be used for
interested buyers to view. If you are
interested in taking a look at them,
one is being built across from the
Indian Hospital in between the elderly
units. One is located one street back
from the Business Corporation/Dairy
Queen building, and the third house
is located on Merveis Curve on Tract
33. A location is presently being
sought for a fourth model home to be
constructed also. As soon as a site is
found, construction will begin on the
ynal model home. Once construction
begins on the remainder of the 100
homes, every effort will be made
to employ Band members for the
construction of the homes.

The short term goal of the
homeownership program is to have
the foundation for at least 40 homes
laid before the ground freezes. A

person might have, and participate in
the debate, said Meuers.

Members of the Committee
include, Onen Markeson and Alan
Brew of Bemidji, Steven Newby of
rural Bemidji, Stephanie Cobenais
of Red Lake, and John Killian
of Hines. Leonard Zimmer of
Cass County and John Corbid of
Hubbard have also been appointed
members.

The debates will be held on
successive Tuesdays. Both will be
held from 7:00 to 8:30 or 9:00 p.m.
with a half hour social time beginning
at 6:30 p.m.

On Tuesday, October 21,
2003 a forum/debate will be held for
District 2B (most of Beltrami county
north and west, Clearwater, the west
half of Hubbard, and parts of Polk
and Pennington counties) at the Red
Lake Tribal Council Chambers in Red
Lake. Two potential candidates have

road is being made and lots are
being cleared in the Otenagen area
in Inger where 8 homes will be built.
In all, 31 sites have been determined
where the homes will be constructed.
In most cases, the applicant will be
responsible to have land or a lot
where they want their home to be
built.

No down payment is required.
An amortization schedule will be
worked out for you personally once
your application is accepted to
determine your monthly mortgage
payment.

If you meet the above listed
requirements and have completed
your application, you will be put on a
waiting list. However, please bear in
mind, simply ylling out an application
does not guarantee you a home.
If all requirements are met, you
will be scheduled for a mandatory
iHomeowners Trainingd. Topics to be
discussed are credit counseling, home
inspection, foreclosure prevention,
the responsibilities of being a
homeowner and the policies and
procedures of the homeownership

expressed interest as of this writing;
candidate from 2002 Mark Edevold
of Bagley and Hubbard County DFL
Chair Brita Sailer of Park Rapids.

On Tuesday, October 28, a
forum will be held for District 4A,
(the Bemidji and northern Cass
County) at the Bemidji American
Legion basement. Three potential
candidates have said they will
participate so far, Richard Chernugal,

Frank Moe, and John Persell all of the
Bemidji area.

We hope to get to know
interested candidates now rather than
later, concluded Meuers, it would be
to the candidates advantage to know
their level of support by caucus time
in early March 2003, and have a jump
on the campaign season. Meuers can
be reached at 218-444-5558.

Homeownership Program
Are You Eligible?

Are you a member of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe?
Have you been steadily employeed for at least 2 years?
Do you have the ability to pay a mortgage every month?

o\
0

The Leech Lake Business Corporation Homeownership Program
is a program administered by the Leech Lake Business Corporation
on behalf of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. The primary
purpose of this program is to operate a low interest housing
loan program for Leech Lake families meeting the
requirements set forth in the LLBC Policies & Procedures manual.

The Leech Lake Business Corporation will be accepting
applications on October 6, 2003.

6280 Upper Cass Frontage Road
(Located in the Dairy Queen Building)

PH: 218.335.3667
FAX: 218.335.3668

Cass Lake, MN 56633

——

program.

You are still welcome to Vi
out an application even though you
may not meet the requirements of
the program. If you do not meet
the requirements, your application
will be referred to the Leech Lake
Housing Authority program. The
program staff will be working with
the Leech Lake Housing Authority
staff to place those in dire need of
a home as quickly as possible. If for
some reason you have been deemed

o

ineligible for the homeownership
program, you will be welcome to
yle an appeal with the appeals
committee. The determination of the
appeals committee will be ynal.

You may pick up an application
at the Business Corporation ofyce
(located in the Dairy Queen building).
Applications will also be available
through your community center in
the near future.

For more information, please
call the Business Corporation at 1-
866-289-5996 or 335-3667.
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Elementary teacher, Jennifer Durand
will work with the elementary
school children and Bonnie Rock
will work with the grade 7 to 12
students. Jenny Sherman and Joyce
Fairbanks-Blanchard are the two
parent liasions and will work half
time with the Wembaashing Program
and half time with the entire school,
and will work to form a compatible
partnership between the parents
and the school. Ralph Syzkowski is
the social worker for the program
and will offer counseling to the kids
on a daily basis. All of the staff will
be involved providing individual and
group counseling to the students.
The program has the capability to
provide services for up to 20 kids.

Parents: Itis 10 p.m.

Weive all heard that saying
before. Curfew time for children who
are 18 years old and under is 10:00
p.m. All too often, many children
are not accounted for or not held
accountable for their wrong doings
by their parents. Iim sure most of
us have witnessed instances where
parents will still stick up for their
children even if they absolutely know
their children are in the wrong. Not
holding your child accountable for

mu
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Luke Wilson greets his grandson during the yrst
Photo by Patsy Gordon

day of Headstart.

Staff will spend the entire school day
with the students and their goal is to
have the students eventually work
their way back into the regular school
system.

One important aspect of the
program is that parents will not only
know when the students are not
doing good, but they will know when
their children are doing well also.
Positive reinforcement will play a key
role in the program.

A beautiful hand painted
picture titled, iLegend of Grandmother
Moon and the Wabooseo was painted
and donated to the program by
Morris Blanchard and will hang on
the classroom walls.

L to R: Michael Erickson, Jennifer Durand, Joyce Fairbanks-
Blanchard, Jenny Sherman, Ralph Syzkowski and Bonnie Rock.

Do You Know Where Your Children Are?

their wrongs is only doing him/her
harm. It is only teaching them that
they can keep doing whatever it is
that they are doing wrong cause
Mom and Dad will not punish them
anyway.

Recently, the Dik-in-agan
Childcare Center has experienced
a rash of breakins and vandalism
that has been a costly additional
expense to the childcare center for
repairs, replacements, etc. \Vents

are being broken and kicked off the
roof, shingles are being torn off and
strewn about in front and in back of
the building. A TV/VCR was stolen
and the walls were painted with
vulgar grafyti.

The Oak Point Community
Center has also experienced
vandalism over the summer months.
Rocks were collected in pails and
then thrown up on the roof and
some shingles were torn off also. A

il 8

Kathy Headbird smudges Dik-in-a-gan
classrooms, followed by Marilyn Bowstring.
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large window was broken. Also, the
playground that was built out there
for the kids to play on has been
destroyed. The Leech Lake Public
Works Division also experienced
some extensive damage to their
building and equipment.

These instances of blatant
inconsideration and vandalism are
not only hurting the reservation as a
whole, but they hurt the individuals
that do it also, whether or not they
think so. Those who are damaging
and destroying property like this
must take an inventory of themselves
and ask themselves, why? Why
are you doing this? What joy or
enjoyment are you getting out of
hurting other people?  Even little
acts of inconsideration will later turn
into bigger acts and you wonit get
away with it forever. Ask yourself, is
it really jail or prison that you want to
end up in?

Anyone knowing of anyone
who may be vandalizing Leech Lake
facilities or any other place, are asked
to please report it to the Leech Lake
Tribal Police at 335-8277. Your name
will be kept conydential.

But parents, on a positive
note, always remember to also
praise your children for the good and
positive things they do. Accentuating
the positive goes a long way in
keeping a kids self esteem up and on
the right track.
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Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Approves Consolidation
Loan for Leech Lake

Leech Lake T Chairman
Peter D. White and Secretary/
Treasurer Arthur LaRose met with
SMSC Tribal Council members and
General membership on Tuesday,
September 9, 2003. Chairman
White presented a proposal that
will consolidate the Leech Lake
Gaming loans. The present loan
with Bremer Bank & Associates was
for the Northern Lights expansion
that included 5 separate loans
with over 100 participating banks,
which also had four different
interest rates of 5.7%, 7%, 7%,
and 12%. The present structure
of these loans would be paid off in
20 years, which included balloon
payments, administrative fees, and
ynance charges to each bank in
the present loan package.

Chairman White opened
with a brief statement to the
SMSC Tribal Council and General
membership outlining the present
ynancial conditions of the Bremer
loan. Chairman White stated that
we would need to keep our money
within Indian County. The Leech

Lake Band of Ojibwe has stood side by
side with the Shakopee Mdewakaton
Sioux and other Tribes in the battle
of maintaining our gaming industry
from private interests. Chairman
White concluded his presentation
with a chi-mii-gwitch on behalf of the
Band.

Shortly thereafter, The
SMSC Tribal Council and General
membership privately discussed the
proposal and voted to grant Leech
Lake the consolidation loan. The
SMSC consolidation loan will include
ynancing for 20 years and a 6.5%
interest rate that will save Leech
Lake about $30 million in principle
and interest payments over the life
of the old Bremer loan. The $30
million saved will enable Leech Lake
to continue on with some needed
projects, such as housing and
Economic Development.

On behalf of the Leech Lake
Band of Ojibwe, we extend our
sincere gratitude to the Shakopee
Mdewakanton  Sioux Community
and Tribal Council members for the
consolidation loan. Mii-Gwitch!

Leech Lake Tribal College Receives
Continued Funding for Diabetes
Education in Tribal Schools

The National Institutes of
Health (NIH) recently awarded a
grant in the amount of $221,979 to
Leech Lake Tribal College (LLTC) to
continue its Diabetes Based Science
Education in Tribal Schools (DETS)
program, directed by Betty Abbott,
curriculum coordinator.  Goals of
this yve-year nationally orchestrated
project are to develop a diabetes-
based science curriculum for Native
American students in grades K-12
as well as to increase the number of
Native American students entering
the health or science-related
professions.

Type 2 diabetes affects one

in four adults in the Leech Lake
community and touches on the
lives of all families. Once a dreaded
disease, recent health care advances
in treatment enable people with
diabetes to live well. It is important
to make a treatment plan a part of
daily living. Support of friends and
family and community is essential.
This is where DETS comes in. By
including practical information
on diabetes in school, effective
treatment and prevention of diabetes
will become a way of healthy life.
The age-appropriate curriculum is
culturally and historically based.

Date:
Time:
Place:

1:00 p.m.

ATTENTI a)[h%ntlon
I_eec|1_ aB and oOibvxIVl embers

Please Join the Leech Lake Tribal Council as
Chairman Peter D. White presents the

Financial State of the Band Address.

Friday, October 17th, 2003

Northern Lights Convention Center

Lunch will be served after the presentation

Leech Lake Tribal College, Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe Receive Federal Grant

Funds

The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
announced September 17® a
$400,000 grant to the Leech Lake
Tribal College in Cass Lake.

The Leech Lake Tribal College
was established in 1990 by the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Council.
The college offers 15 two-year
degree programs and provides high-
quality education to underserved
and economically disadvantaged
individuals.

iThe college is currently
housed in yve older buildings that
are in substandard condition and
are costly to lease,0 Congressman
James L. Oberstar commented. fiThe
buildings are inadequate for the
overall needs and projected growth
of the college, and construction of
a new campus has been planned.
Grant funds will enable the college to
complete the yrst phase of the three-
phase project.0

The U.S. Department of
Justice has also awarded a $500,000

grant to the Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe in Cass Lake to combat domestic
violence.

fiThis funding will enable
the Tribe to conduct a preliminary
assessment of law enforcement,
prosecution and advocacy agency
policies, provide legal advocacy
assistance to battered womenis
programs and conduct comprehensive
training for agencies and tribal
community members,0 said Oberstar.

iThis is great news for
Native American victims of domestic
violence. This is the yrst program in
Minnesota to enhance victim safety.
There has been minimal involvement
with county and law enforcement
agencies regarding Indian women,0
said Adrienne Adkins, Director of
Human Services for the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe. iWe will be
providing services to Leech Lake and
White Earth reservations and to tribal
and county law enforcement and
prosecution.0










