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The message was clear.  
The drugs and alcohol in this 
community have led to much 
heart ache, grief and hurt and has 
adversely affected most everyone 
who lives here.  Some have lost 
loved ones to murder, some have 
lost loved ones to the prison 
system, and many have felt the 
loss in the community as a whole 
in one way or another, and the 
community is working to try and 
do something about it.   

Thanks to Cass Lake Mayor, 
Elaine Fleming, Cass Lake Family 
Services Center Director, Joanne 
Mulbah, Katie OôKelley, and Fran 
King, Garden organizers, for 
putting together the 2nd Annual 
Healing Walk.  About 75 people 
took part and walked the route 
across Highway 2, through Tract 
33, and back across Highway 2 
where they brieþ y stopped at 
the two sites where two young 

Annual Healing Walk Comes With Message
By Patsy Gordon

The National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) will host 
its annual Miss NCAI Scholarship 
Pageant at the Albuquerque 
Convention Center on November 
17, 2003 in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.

Each year, a young lady 
is selected from a group of 
candidates to represent NCAI and 
Indian Nations as a youth role 
model, educator, and ambassador 
for the duration of one year.  
Miss NCAI 2003 is awarded a 
$5000 scholarship to help meet 

NCAI Will Host 
2003 Scholarship 
Pageant in 
Albuquerque, NM

Pictured above is Gov. Tim Paulenty 
and Leech Lake Chairman Peter 
White at the 54th Annual Governors 
Interstate Indian Council. The 
Governor addressed the audience 
that had assembled at the new 
Northern Lights Hotel Convention 
Center on August 22nd, 2003. Tribal 
leaders from across the nation 
attended the 4-day event.

women, Heather Casey and Faye 
Nelson died one year ago.  Some 
of the walkers quietly wept at the 
sites. 

A garden of medicinal 
plants was dedicated in honor of 
the two women where community 
members were invited to lay a 
memorial rock with a personôs 
name on it in the garden.  
Eventually, a wall and a bench 
will be added to the garden where 

people can go to sit and remember 
loved ones they have lost.  

Mayor Elaine Fleming 
choked back tears as she spoke 
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After being closed for 18 
months, the Leech Lake Menôs 
halfway house ý nally reopened 
on June 26th in its new location.  
Spiritual Advisor, Bill Bobolink, 
blessed and smudged the 
house before the grand opening 
ceremony began.

 The center has 24 
hour coverage, is handicapped 
accessible and is located west 
of Cass Lake on Bingo Palace 
Drive just south of the Palace 
Casino and Hotel.  Presently, the 
halfway house has a capacity to 
house 4 men with hopes of adding 
another 10 beds for men and also 
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Ahnji-Bi-Ma-Diz Center Reopens
By Patsy Gordon
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