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Low Interest Loans 
Available For Home 
Ownership And Housing 
Repairs

The Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig School 
recently hosted a student talent show. All 
of the performers were students from the 
school. The audience was treated to students 
from K-12 as they showed off their creative 
talents by performing plays, poems, musical 
numbers and solos.

The United States Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, has low 
interest loan funds available for low-income 
applicants to ý nance the purchase or 
construction of a home, or for home repairs 
for residents of Crow Wing, Aitkin and Cass 
counties. If you meet the income guidelines, 
have a good credit history, job stability, show 
repayment ability for the loan amount, and  
unable to obtain sufý cient credit from other 
sources, Rural Development may be able to 
help you.

No down payment is required. Loan 
closing costs may be written into the loan. 
Inquiries can be directed to the Brainerd 
Rural Development Ofý ce, at (218) 829-
5965, Extension 4. Written inquires should be 
sent to Rural Development, 512 NE C Street, 
Brainerd, MN 56401.

The Uôs 2004 Northern Stars Lead-
ership Conference is now accepting nomina-
tions. This conference recognizes high school 
sophomores from across the state who are 
leaders in their schools and communities and 
who have demonstrated a strong commitment 
to academics. Selected students will attend a 
daylong leadership conference on the Twin 
Cities campus on April 17, 2004. To nominate 
a high school sophomore student leader, con-
tact Sarah Kussow in the Ofý ce of Admissions 
at 612-626-4741 or kusso001@umn.edu.

Student Opportunity

The Great Gathering room of 
the new American Indian Resource 
Center located within the campus of 
the Bemidji State University was the 
setting for the live KAXE radio broad-
cast.  Pete White was invited to ý ll the 
new academic home of BSUôs Native 
American students with the pounding 
of his hand drum and melodies of our 
traditional Anishinaabe songs.  This 
gave Pete an opportunity to discuss 
some of the issues that have been on 
his mind, and to send his message to 
a large listening audience.  Some of  
the issues he shared with the listeners 
was his belief in Anishnaabe people 
as warriors.  ñAlthough we have ex-
perienced many atrocities that have 
been a part of the U.S. governmentôs 
plan to terminate Indians, such as 
boarding schools and relocation, we 
have always persevered as a nation 
rich in culture, because of the way 
we have been taught to perceive and 
handle difý cult situations. The White 
Man thought they were really getting 
something good when they took our 
land and put us on Reservations.  But 
today, they are looking at what we 

we do for ourselves, but everyone is 
invited to come and hear our songs.

The live radio broadcast was 
designed to promote our 3rd An-
nual Deweôigan Anishinaabe Hand 
Drum Exhibition.  This gala event is 
scheduled for Saturday night, Febru-
ary 28, 2004, and is co-sponsored 
by the Bemidji State Universityôs 
American Indian Student program.  
Delina White, Director of Cultural 
Arts & Tourism says the event has 
a history of being a special night for 
the areaôs Anishinaabe residents, ñwe 
have always had a capacity crowd.ò  
This yearôs event is also projected to 
be sold out.  ñThis will be our ý rst 
year performing in the new American 
Indian Resource Center, and BSU 
said it would be an honor to have us 
dedicate the new building by holding 
our event there.ò  Be sure to register 
early because there is limited seating 
of 150.   Advance registration is $5, 
and $10 at the door.  Contact Delina 
White at 335.4425, or delina.white@
charterinternet.net to purchase your 
tickets.

Pete White Live on KAXE Radio

fought hard to keep, and they want 
that tooéour hunting, ý shing, and 
harvesting rights.ò  Pete said there 
are many differences in the way the 
dominant culture perceives Indians 
and vice versa. ñWe couldnôt under-
stand how they could buy and sell 
land, and they couldnôt understand 
why our culture was so important 
to us.  It has always been our way 
of life.  We sing songs about every-
thing.  I sing everyday,ò said Pete.  
This hand Deweôigan Exhibition is a 
rare opportunity, and it is something 

Help Needed In Identifying Veterans Graves
Post 2001 and the Leech Lake 

Honor Guard have been performing 
Memorial Day services on Memorial 
Day each year since 1985 for many 
of the Leech Lake Reservation 
cemeteries where American veterans 
are buried.  The Honor Guard will also 
provide honor services for individual 
burials when requested by family 
members of the deceased Veteran. 

In doing so, they have noticed 
that many Veterans do not have þ ag 
stars or memorial plaques.  The Honor 
Guard has taken it upon themselves 
to help the families obtain markers 
and are placing Veterans stars for 
þ ags by the grave marker of the 
Veteran and cementing them in.

Every year, about a week 
before Memorial Day, the Honor 

Guard tries to place þ ags on all 
Veteranôs graves that they know 
that the local cemetery committees 
or Legions have not already done 
so.  The þ ags are recollected a week 
later.  However, since they are not 
aware of all Veteranôs graves, some 
graves may be missed because they 
are not properly marked.

The Honor Guard is requesting 
the help of the Local Indian Councils, 
elders, church and cemetery groups, 
and anyone else who might know 
of unmarked Veteranôs graves, by 
informing them of such, so that all 
deceased veterans are recognized for 
their service by ensuring that their 
graves are marked with a Veteranôs 
þ ag star and a plaque if eligible.  The 
rules for getting a burial plaque have 

changed, so those Veteranôs that 
were previously turned down, and 
in many cases not helped by the VA 
service ofý cers, now may be eligible 
for a burial plaque.  

A list of all cemeteries where 
the honor services are performed 
and individual veterans name can 
be obtained by contacting the Honor 
Guard (number listed below).  Honor 
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