
PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U

S 
PO

ST
A

G
E

PA
ID

B
EM

ID
JI

, M
N

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

. 6
8

February 2024
Volume XL 
Number 8

Newspaper of 
the Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe

1855 Treaty Remembrance
February 22 marks the day 168 years ago 
the Treaty of 1855 was signed, creating the 
Leech Lake and Mille Lacs Reservations.
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LL Women’s Council
The newly established Leech Lake 
Women’s Council recently held their first 
meeting along with a schedule for the future.
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LLBO and Cass County
The Leech Lake Tribal Council held their 
annual meeting with Cass County to 
discuss mutual plans and goals for 2024.
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2024 Royalty item Bids
The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe is currently 
seeking bids for princess and brave items 
for the upcoming 2024 Pow Wow Season.
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2024 Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Election Update
Ten hopefuls file for Chairperson seat, Fourteen for District III Representative seat.

	 CASS LAKE – The 2024 election cycle is 
in full swing at reservations belonging to the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe with the close of 
the candidate filing period on January 22, 
2024. The position of Chairperson and one of 
three District Committeepersons on each 
member reservation will be decided this year.
	 On Leech Lake, the Chairperson position 
along with the District III Representative seat 
are set to be decided. At the close of filing it 
was revealed that ten hopefuls, including 
incumbent Chairman Faron Jackson Sr were 
seeking election to the top post in the tribal 
government. In the District III Representative 
race, fourteen band members signed up for 
the seat that will be vacated by Leroy Staples-
Fairbanks III who announced in 2023 that he 
would not be seeking reelection in the 2024 
election cycle.
	 With filing closed, the potential candi-
date pool will now be vetted against the 
eligibility criteria set forth in the MCT 
Election Ordinance. 
	 Requirements include: being an enrolled 
member of the MCT and LLBO; residing on 
the reservation for twelve-months prior to 
the Primary Election date; being 21 years of 
age on or before the Primary Election date; 
and must never have been convicted of a fel-
ony of any kind or convicted of a lesser crime 
involving theft, misappropriation or embez-
zlement of money, funds, assets or property 
belonging to an Indian tribe or organization.
	 The Leech Lake Reservation Business 
Committee will hold a public certification 

Candidates for Chairperson
• Michael Reyes
• Faron Jackson Sr.
• Walter “Frank” Reese
• Gerald White
• Dawn Litzau-Staples
• Calvin Howard
• Tami Jackson
• Branden Bowstring
• Raymond “Skip” Lyons Jr.
• Terri Finn-Goggleye

Candidates for District III Representative
• Delmar Jones III
• Leon Staples Jr.
• Jennie Reyes
• Julian Molash
• �omas Brown
• Diane Osceola
• Peter Jackson
• John Johnson
• Glen “Tu�y” Fisher
• Myron Cloud
• Donald “Mick” Finn
• Kyle Fairbanks Sr.
• Kari Fisherman
• Herschel Ogema

2024 LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE UNCERTIFIED ELECTION CANDIDATES

meeting beginning at 9:00AM on February 
9, 2024 at Cedar Lakes Casino Event Center 
in Cass Lake.
	 At this meeting, candidates will be deter-
mined eligible or ineligible to run for office. 
All eligible candidates will be certified and 
appear on the ballot for the April 2, 2024 
Primary Election. Immediately following the 
certification, a lottery will be conducted for 
each race to set the order in which candidates 
will appear on the ballot.
	 Any candidate who captures more than 
50% of eligible votes cast during the Primary 
Election on April 2 will be declared the win-
ner. If no candidate receives a majority of the 
votes on Primary Election Day, The top two 
candidates for each position will face off in 
the General Election which will be held on 
June 11, 2024.
	 Tribal elections are of paramount impor-
tance to the Leech Lake Reservation, serving 
as a cornerstone of tribal governance and the 
preservation of Native American sovereignty. 
These elections provide tribal members with 
the chance to select leaders who will advocate 
for their interests, make critical decisions on 
tribal matters, and uphold cultural traditions.
	 The outcomes of these elections can have 
a profound impact on the direction and poli-
cies of the tribe, underscoring the signifi-
cance of active participation from tribal 
members. Unity, respect for tribal traditions, 
and the pursuit of a better future for all are 
central themes in this electoral process.
	 Band members are encouraged to stay up 
to date on the latest election happenings by 
visiting our website at www.leechlakenews.com.

	 A list of certified candidates, the order 
they will appear on the ballot, a list of polling 
places, election board and absentee voting 
information will be posted in mid-February.
	 Information on upcoming elections for 
Local Indian Councils, Leech Lake Housing 
Board and Bug O Nay Ge Shig School board 
will also be released in the next few months.
	 The March issue of Debahjimon will fea-
ture a special section focused on the 2024 
Primary Election. All available information 
on the upcoming election will be compiled 
in this issue. 
	 It will also feature written essays from 
all of the candidates who choose to partici-
pate detailing their backgrounds and cam-
paign platforms.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES (2024)
•	January 12 Opening of filing period for 

candidates
•	January 22 Filing period closes
•	February 9 Public Certification Meeting 

(Cedar Lakes Casino Event Center, Cass 
Lake)

•	February 12 Deadline for Notice of 
Certifications to TEC

•	February 15 Deadline for appointment 
of Election Boards.

•	February 22 Deadline for Decision of 
certification or non-certification by 
Tribal Court of Appeals.

•	February 23 Notice of Primary Election
•	April 2 Primary Election (Polling places 

open from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.)
•	June 11 General Election (Polling places 

open from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.)

By MICHAEL CHOSA
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The Debahjimon is a free, 
monthly publication of the 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe.

Leech Lake
Tribal Council

Faron Jackson Sr.,
       Chairman

Leonard Fineday,
       Secretary-Treasurer

Kyle Fairbanks, District I
       Representative

Steve White, District II
       Representative

LeRoy Staples Fairbanks III,
       District III Representative

Staff
Michael Chosa, Editor

Kayla Duoos, Journalist
Anthony Belgarde, Graphic Design

Submissions
The submissions of pictures, 
articles, announcements and 

letters is encouraged. All 
submissions are subject to 

editing for spelling, grammar, 
length and libelous content. 

Submission does not guarantee 
publication. The Editor reserves 
the right to reject any material 

submitted for publication.

DEBAHJIMON
190 Sailstar Dr. NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633

news@llojibwe.net

Ph: (218) 335-8200
Fax: (218) 335-8309

Deadlines
Mar. Issue......................2/23/2024
Apr. Issue......................3/29/2024
May Issue......................4/26/2024

Vol XL No 8 “In 1837, the United 
States entered into a 
Treaty with several 
Bands of Chippewa 
Indians. Under terms of 
this Treaty, the Indians 
ceded land in present-
day Wisconsin and 
Minnesota to the United 
States, and the United 
States guaranteed to the 
Indians certain hunting, 
fishing and gathering 
rights on the ceded land. 

We must decide wheth-
er the Chippewa Indi-
ans retain these usu-
fructuary rights today. 
The State of Minnesota 
argues that the Indians 
lost these rights through 
an Executive Order in 
1850, and 1855 Treaty, 
and the admission of 
Minnesota into the 
Union in 1858. 

After an examination 
of the historical record, 
we conclude that the 
Chippewa retain the 
usufructuary rights 
guaranteed to them 
under the 1837 Treaty”.

-Justice Sandra Day O‘Connor, 

U.S. Supreme Court, 1999

February 22nd 
Marks the Day of the 
1855 Treaty Signing

By KAYLA DUOOS
Contributing Editor 
MICHAEL CHOSA

A selection of original pages from the 1855 document of Ratified 
Indian Treaty 287: Chippewa-Mississippi, Pillager, and Lake 

Winnibigoshish, Washington, DC.

via NATIONAL ARCHIVES

The Treaty of Washington, 
commonly referred to as the 
1855 Treaty, was signed on 

February 22, 1855 between the 
United States government and rep-
resentatives of the Pillager, Lake 
Winnibigoshish and Mississippi 
bands of Ojibwe. This treaty estab-
lished a reservation at Leech Lake 
for the Pillager & Lake 
Winnibigoshish bands and a reser-
vation at Mille Lacs for the 
Mississippi bands. These reserva-
tions were established a full three 
years before Minnesota was admit-
ted to the Union and recognized as a 
State in 1858. Much of the land in 
what would become Minnesota was 
acquired earlier through treaties 
with the Ojibwe in 1837 and 1854, 
and treaties with the Dakota in 1851.
	 The United States wanted fur-
ther access to lucrative logging and 
mining opportunities in north-cen-
tral Minnesota, the 1855 treaty ful-
filled their desires. Hoping to avoid 
a similar situation to 1854 treaty 
negotiations, in which thousands of 
Ojibwe traveled to La Pointe to 
voice their concerns, the U.S. 
Government invited a small num-
ber of Ojibwe leaders to Washington 
D.C. The true purpose of their visit 
was kept secret from them until 
their arrival in the nation’s Capitol. 
Negotiations were held for three 
days, from February 17 to February 
20, 1855. In the end, a majority of 

the land in this territory was ceded 
to the United States with the excep-
tion of the newly established Leech 
Lake and Mille Lacs reservations. 
Treaty Rights While both the 1837 
and 1854 included stipulations that 
the Ojibwe would retain their hunt-
ing and fishing rights in the ceded 
territory, the 1855 did not explicitly 
state this. 
	 This led to legal battles that are 
still being decided in court cases 
between band members and various 
county and state agencies. At issue, 
are the usufructuary rights of Ojibwe 
band Members to hunt, fish and 
gather within the territories ceded in 
the 1855 treaty. In a highly publi-
cized decision, the U.S. Supreme 
Court affirmed these rights for the 
Mille Lacs band in their 1999 deci-
sion, see quote below. Established in 
2010, the 1855 Treaty Authority is 
leading the fight to have these rights 
legally recognized. The group 
includes members from the Ojibwe 
communities of East Lake, Leech 
Lake, Mille Lacs, Sandy Lake and 
White Earth. Twenty or so members 
meet monthly to work on strategies 
to force a legal decision on the mat-
ter and put the issue to rest once and 
for all. Their most effective tactic to 
date, is public demonstrations of off-
reservation hunting, fishing and 
gathering rights through out the 
ceded territory.
	 These demonstrations have 
included setting net and harvesting 
wild rice. The participating tribal 
members hope to receive citations 
from the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources or county offi-
cials. The 1855 Treaty Authority 
then represents these Band mem-
bers in state court, with the hope 
that a decision will be issued and 
elevated all the way to the United 
States Supreme Court in the same 
manner as the Mille Lacs Decision. 
“The Anishinaabe-Ojibwe derive 
these rights from Gitchi Manidoo, 
the creator. These rights predate 
contact with the Europeans” says 
Bedonahkwaad, Dale Greene, 1855 
Treaty Authority board member 
and enrolled member of the Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe, “The concept 
of land ownership was such a for-
eign idea to the Indians at that time, 
How can you own the land? Will 
you pick it up and bring it with you 
wherever you go?” He further 
states; “We maintained the right of 
occupancy, the right to exist off of 
our resources. The right to hunt, 
fish, gather and travel were unalien-
able to the Indians. The 1855 is 
important because it does not state 
that we are giving up any of these 
rights in the ceded territories. 
That’s the bottom line. We’ve 
already won, we are just waiting for 
the decision.” Another crucial fac-
tor in the interpretation of the 1855 
treaty is what is known as the 
reserved rights doctrine, which 
holds that any rights that are not 
specifically addressed in a treaty are 
reserved to the tribe. In other 
words, treaties outline the specific 
rights that the tribes gave up, not 
those that they retained.
	 The courts have consistently 
interpreted treaties in this fashion, 
beginning with United States v. 
Winans (1905), in which the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that a treaty is 
“not a grant of rights to the Indians, 
but a grant of rights from them.” 
Any right not explicitly extin-
guished by a treaty or a federal 
statute is considered to be 
“reserved” to the tribe.
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RBC BRIEFS · February 2024

By KAYLA DUOOS

	 CASS LAKE – The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Reservation 
Business Committee (RBC) holds weekly briefings on Tuesdays, fol-
lowed by RBC meetings on Thursdays.
	 RBC briefings are attended by all available council members along-
side scheduled presenters and LLBO division directors. Agenda items 
are presented for discussion at the Tuesday briefings and then are 
voted on for passage at the Thursday meeting. Occasionally, due to 
time constraints, a combination briefing and meeting will take place 
on the same day.
	 Two meetings were held within the last reporting month, January 1 
to January 23. All RBC briefings and meetings are live streamed via 
Vimeo and are available to view on leechlakenews.com under “Videos.” 
Official meeting minutes can also be found on leechlakenews.com 
under “LL Tribal Council” and “Tribal Council Meeting Minutes.”

BRIEFING/MEETING RECAPS

1. January 9, 2023 A briefing & meeting was held in the RBC 
Government Chambers. A majority of the items on the agenda cov-
ered the approval of grants and contracts.

2. January 19, 2023 A briefing & meeting was held in the RBC 
Government Chambers.

Presentations Given:
•	 Tanya Roerick, DRM – Presented an agreement with the U of M 

for a Waterbird project. The project will focus on monitoring the 
waterbird population, and habitat enhancement/protection.

•	 Lee Turney, Head Start – Presented the updated Head Start and 
Early Head Start policies and procedures. New updates to the 
policies and procedures include updated safety plans in case of 
lockdowns and an active shooter. 

•	 Michael Michaud, Gaming –  Presented the gaming HR policy 
update that included the addition of five holidays to the current 
gaming leave schedule. The holidays added are; Juneteenth, 
Battle of Sugar Point, Indigenous Peoples Day and Christmas Eve 
/ New Years eve. Gaming employees will now have 15 holidays.

	 The Winnie Sand project is the 
first land management 
Environmental Assessment (EA) 
since the Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe (LLBO) and the Chippewa 
National Forest (CPF) entered into 
the 2019 MOU to address cultural 
concerns of the effects of forest 
management by the USFS on lands 
within the Leech Lake Reservation.  
This cross-partner work within the 
interdisciplinary team (IDT) on the 
Winnie Sand project has placed 
resource staff from both the CPF 
and LLBO to implement not only 
Forest Management Plan (FMP) 
objectives, but also the Desired 
Vegetative Conditions of the LLBO 
as outlined in the MOU.
	 Throughout the 3-year process 
to get this project from inception to 
public scoping, this team has 
worked through issues related to 
equity, utilizing traditional ecologi-
cal knowledge, re-examining his-
toric EA project workflows and 
procedures to allow for partner col-
laboration, data sharing, incorpo-
rating indigenous worldview, staff 
capacity/turnover and reserved 
treaty rights.  This IDT’s ability to 
interact professionally, identify and 
work through contentious issues 
with partners on issues where no 
playbook exists, have embodied the 
values and agency mission that we 
expect from the USFS.  It is this 
hard work that today demonstrates 
successful paths in cooperation, 
projects within Indian Country 
that meet the United States Trust 
obligation to Native Natives, and 
exemplary leadership in knowl-
edge-based resource management 
as the Chippewa in partnership 

with the Band, stewards the land 
and cares for the people.

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Division of Resource 
Management Staff:

•	 Keith Karnes, Forestry 
Director

•	 Kate Hagsten, Plants Program 
Director

•	 Steve Mortenson, Fish & 
Wildlife Director

•	 Tanya Roerick, Wildlife 
Biologist

USDA Chippewa National 
Forest Staff:

•	 Samuel Ainsley, Land 
Management Planner

•	 Ben Benoit, Deer River 
District Ranger

•	 Sean Dunham, Forest 
Archaeologist

•	 Ken Hanson, Facility 
Operations Specialist

•	 Darryl Holman, Geographic 
Information Systems (retired)

•	 Melissa Gabrielson, Wildlife 
Biologist

•	 Marcie Gotchie, Archaeologist
•	 Travis Jones, Forester
•	 Mike Klick, Zone Fire 

Management Officer
•	 Ann Long Voelkner, Walker 

District Ranger
•	 Greg Van Orsow, Supervisory 

Forester
•	 Anna Plumb, Forest Soil 

Scientist
•	 Mike Rice, Forest Asst. Fire 

Management Officer (retired)
•	 John Rickers, Forest Resource 

Information Manager
•	 Chris Worthington, Forest 

Environmental Coordinator

	 CASS LAKE – The Leech 
Lake Women's council held their 
first meeting January 11, 2024, at 
Cedar Lakes. 
	 This first meeting focused on 
the history of a traditional wom-
en's council, sharing ideas on 
ways to increase the presence of 
women in leadership roles within 
the reservation communities and 
gender disparities in the work 
place. Participants were able to 
attend the meeting both in person 
and on zoom. 
	 Prior to colonization, when 
decisions needed to be made 
within a Tribe, women gathered 
to engage in discussion, to gain 
consensus on a decision or man-
ner of addressing or resolving an 
issue. Once consensus was 
reached, the women informed the 
Chief of their decision. 
	 The Chief was a spokesman 
and took direction from the 
Tribes various councils regarding 
decisions. The updated draft of 
the MCT constitution looks to 
reinstate this practice. A youth 
council was recently established 
and an elder and mens council are 
expected to follow.  
	 Further reading information 
regarding the Leech Lakes 
Women council can be found on 
their official Facebook page. The 
next Women’s Council planning 
meeting will be Wednesday, 
January 31 at 5:00pm – 7:30pm at 
the Tribal College. 

Tentative Women’s Council and 
Candidate Forum Schedule
January 31, 2024 Women’s Council
Location: LLTC 5:00pm – 7:30pm
February 21, 2024 Women’s Council
Location: TBD 5:00pm – 7:30pm
March 6, 2024 Candidate Forum
Location: TBD Evening
March 13, 2024 Women’s Council
Location: TBD 5:00pm – 7:30pm
April 3, 2024 Women’s Council
Location: TBD 5:00pm – 7:30pm

	 This schedule only covers up 
until the Primary Election in April.

Chippewa National Forest along 
with LLBO DRM Staff Members 

Receive Chief ’s Honor Award

The Newly
Established 
Leech Lake 

Women’s 
Council Holds 
First Meeting

at Cedar Lakes

via CHIPPEWA NATIONAL FOREST

By KAYLA DUOOS
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Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, 
October Quarterly Meeting

The Band recently held it’s Quarterly Meeting on January 5,
the meeting was held at the Bena Community Center 

and broadcasted to Band Members online via livestream.

	 CASS LAKE – The Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe held their Quarterly 
Meeting in person Friday, January 5, 
at the Bena community center. 
	 “We want to build a nation that 
is strong, and we want to get away 
from the thinking that we are a 
band. We are a nation. We are the 
Leech Lake Nation. We have to 
keep that in the forefront for how 
we plan to move together. We have 
to keep our ways of Traditional 
ways of life strong, and educate 
leaders while we expand our self 
determination,” said Tribal 
Chairman Faron Jackson Sr. 
	 Jackson gave the events opening 
remarks and delivered the 
Chairman's report. Highlights from 
the Chairman's report include ; an 
update on the secretarial land 
transfers which now includes “the 
Leech Lake restoration technical 
correction act” that includes addi-
tional land acres, developments on 
the IHS drive-thru pharmacy, the 
MCT constitution draft, and the 
announcement of awarded grant 
dollars to begin a Leech Lake Wild 
Rice finishing plant. 
	 Secretary-Treasurer, Lenny 
Fineday, followed the Chairman by 
giving a report on the financial data 
from government operations. A 
meeting regarding gaming opera-
tions financials will be held 
February 8, 2024, an active Tribal 
ID will be required for entry. The 
Band is continuing to review best 
methods to privately distribute 
gaming financial information to 
Band Members, information will be 
shared once a decision has been 
reached. Contact your district rep-
resentative if you have 
questions,comments or concerns 

about the change regarding gaming 
financials. 
	 A number of enrollment resolu-
tions were passed at the meeting. 
These resolutions included new 
enrollments, ineligible enrollments, 
and transfers to and from the band. 
New employees hired in the past 
quarter were also introduced and 
welcomed at the meeting.
	 For those who were unable to 
attend in person, a livestream of the 
event is available on the official 
Leech Lake Vimeo and Facebook 
page. Full copies of the Chairmans 
and Secretary Treasurers reports can 
be found on pages 6 and 7 of this edi-
tion of the Debahjimon newspaper. 
	 Quarterly Meetings are held 
every three months on a rotating 
schedule between each district on 
the reservation. The next Quarterly 
Meeting will be held in April 2024.

Quarterly Report Summaries

Duluth Office 
•	 Held 3 Local Indian Council 

(LIC) meetings.

•	 Office held CPR/First Aid and 
Narcan Training on 
November 8.

•	 The Duluth office now has an 
Elder Advocate to assist elders 
twice a month.

Twin Cities Office
•	 A number of health and safety 

issues around the office build-
ing are being addressed.

•	 A 2 day hand drum class was 
offered in the last reporting 
period. Participants were able 
to bring drums home after class. 

•	 A halloween treat event was 
held at the TC office, 148 bags 
of candy were given out as 
well as 800 Hats and mittens.

•	 On November 28th, The TC 
office held a vaccine event for 
Covid and flu shots. $100 gift 
cards were given to those who 
received a Covid booster.

•	 Leech Lake Enrollment came 
to TC office and provided 144 
Tribal IDs to Band members.
Band members who stopped 
in for an ID were also given 

hand sanitizers, wipes and 
hats/mittens. 

•	 The TC office partnered with 
the volunteer lawyer network 
to hold two expungement clin-
ics during the reporting period. 

•	 The TC office hosted an 
Elders Christmas event, 
December 5, 2023. 

•	 The TC office offered 4 sewing 
classes within the reporting 
period and partnered with 
AIM healing medicine pro-
gram to offer an applique 
class as well. 

Education
•	 The 2024 objectives for the 

Education Administration 
include implementing and hir-
ing staff for the Leech Lake 
Leadership program and Gaa-
Niigaaniziwad. 

•	 The PFAS issue at Bug-O-Nay-
Ge-Shig continues to be 
addressed but is facing delays 
due to uncompleted audits for 
FY 2021,2022. 

•	 The post-secondary education 
program has awarded 181 stu-
dent awards this previous 
reporting period. 

•	 Community Gardens will be 
open again April-September 
2024. New developments for 
the gardens include classes 
on how to harvest/preserve 
the food. 

Health 
•	 “American Indian Food 

Sovereignty” state funding will 
develop hydroponic food 
growing operations. This will 
be connected to the current 
food distribution building 
which has been remodeled 

By KAYLA DUOOS
and expanded.

•	 LLBH has begun offering dif-
ferent levels of Reiki classes 
including master classes to all 
community members.

•	 LLBH now has salves, teas, 
sage, and asemaa available in 
the waiting room for commu-
nity members.

Public Safety
•	 Bi-weekly meetings with 

Public Safety and other LLBO 
staff on addressing fentanyl 
overdoses. Identified commu-
nity navigators and civil com-
mitments as top priority areas. 

•	 Pets for life clinic has pur-
chased a mobile clinic that is in 
the process of being set up to 
be able to travel to communi-
ties and offer services. The pets 
for life veterinary center will 
break ground in spring 2024. 

Housing 
•	 Housing inspections conduct-

ed 337 unit inspections for 
substandard conditions in the 
LLHAA stock. 

•	 The Modernization 
Department renovated 17 
vacant homes and renovated 
27 occupied units with health 
and safety updates during the 
reporting period. 

Tribal Development
•	 The broadband committee 

continues to meet weekly to 
address two areas of the 
grant project.

•	 Sugar Point Community Center 
is getting a kitchen renovation 
and cemetery expansion.

•	 A 3.6 million dollar grant was 
awarded to build a Bena shelter.

Kayla Duoos | DEBAHJIMON

Kayla Duoos | DEBAHJIMON

Chairman Jackson addresses Quarterly attendees in Bena.

Band members, LLBO employees and Directors gathered at the 
Bena Community Center for this quarters meeting.
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By KAYLA DUOOS

	 CASS LAKE – The Leech Lake 
Tribal Council held their yearly 
meeting with Cass County, 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024, at 
Cedar Lakes Casino. 
	 The Tribal and county govern-
ment used the time to review 
departmental standings and goals 
for 2024 in the following depart-
ments; judiciary, law enforcement, 
roads and trails, human services, 
environment, and legislative. 
	 Tribal Chairman Faron Jackson 
who attended the meeting said he 
stayed thankful for the MOU 
between the two governments all 
10 years it's been active–as it’s only 
increased the effectiveness of the 
two entities. 
	 “The possibilities are unlimited, 
everything we have here starts with 
truth and trust. This collective has 
brought more members to the table 
who have good ideas to face the 
hard challenges that affect our 
communities” said Jackson. 
	 The following reports have been 
provided by the featured LLBO and 
Cass County departments.  

REPORTS

Department: Judiciary and Legal 
2023 Status: 

•	 Justice Center has not been 
used for juvenile court hear-
ings since 2021 due to the 
pandemic these hearings are 
now mostly by ZOOM

•	 Expanded working relationship 
and cooperation regarding 
Tribal Child Protection cases

•	 Wellness Court fees have been 
reduced or eliminated.

2024 Goals: 
•	 Continue Cass County Leech 

Lake Band of Ojibwe Wellness 
Court

•	 Continue to cooperate on new 
opportunities for use of the 
Judicial Center

•	 Continue to work in partner-
ship on Juvenile Justice 
Initiatives – Continue to pro-
vide Juvenile Detention 

Alternative Initiative and 
Diversion Updates

•	 Continue to collaborate on 
development of Civil 
Commitment Code and 
Services

•	 Collaborate with the develop-
ment of Leech Lake Probation

Department: Law Enforcement
2023 Status: 

•	 E911 House Number 
Replacement – Cass Lake and 
Onigum remain all other 
areas have been completed

•	 Meetings between staff con-
tinue with the addition of 
Records and Dispatch includ-
ing the other 4 counties that 
share jurisdiction

•	 Narcotics investigations con-
tinue in collaboration and 
working well

•	 Offering joint training oppor-
tunities to all partners provid-
ing more options for all staff

•	 Meetings continue regarding 
our Cooperative Law 
Enforcement Agreement and 
the impacts of new legislation

2024 Goals:
•	 Complete E911 House 

Number replacement/addi-
tion in the Cass Lake and 
Onigum areas 

•	 Continue to build relation-
ships and learn from all dis-
patch and records depart-
ments that share jurisdiction 
with LLBO

•	 Continue to build training 
opportunities with LLBO dis-
patch, records, patrol, and 
investigators

•	 Complete a cooperative mem-
orandum of understanding to 
replace the existing 
Cooperative Law Enforcement 
Agreement

Department: Roads and Trails 
2023 Status: 

•	 Partnering on US 2 Steering 
Committee

•	 Partnering on LLBO Safety 
Plan updates

•	 Worked together on Bena 

intersection improvements at 
CSAH 8 and US 2

2024 Goals:
•	 Collaborate on 2025 construc-

tion projects, currently 
exploring Cass Lake area proj-
ects on CSAH 21, 22, 206, 207 
& CR 146, 147, 149, and 151.

•	 Work with LLBO 
Environmental Lands 
Department on 401 Clean 
Water Act process 

•	 Partnership to develop nox-
ious weed control program 
within Reservation on County 
Highways

•	 Work together on Bena Trail 
improvements on US 2. 

•	 Continue to work together on 
identifying trail needs within 
the Reservation

Human Services and Public 
Health
2023 Status:

•	 Support Preventative Services
•	 Support homelessness initia-

tives
•	 Collaboration with COVID-19 

and other vaccines
•	 Support spending Bush Grant 

Funds on juvenile homeless 
shelter furniture

•	 Establish ongoing quarterly 
meetings for leadership in 
Child Protection

•	 Build professional relation-
ships while increasing coordi-
nation between the estab-
lished Cass County Mental 
Health Crisis Response Team 
and the developing LLBO 
Behavioral Health Crisis 
Response Team

2024 Goals:
•	 Improve access and response 

time with Cass County 
Mobile Crisis Team for com-
munity members in crisis

•	 Support homelessness initia-
tives including those to assist 
Juveniles and families address-
ing child protection issues

•	 Establish ongoing monthly 
meetings to strengthen our 
partnership in delivery of 
vast array of Human Services 
programs

•	 Collaboration to support 
LLBO in their efforts to 
establish Tribal Adult 
Protection Services

•	 Collaborate on opioid crisis 
prevention and support ini-
tiatives for those currently 
impacted

Environment/Land Management 
2023 Status:

•	 AIS infestations are trending 
down, attributed to joint 
efforts and partnerships in 
education, control and initia-
tives

•	 LLBO’s public demonstration 
of DASH during the Lab to 
Lakes event

•	 Continued collaboration on 
Recycling and Household 
Hazardous Waste at LLBO 
Cass Lake Transfer Station

•	 Leech Lake Restoration Act - 
Secretarial Land Transfer with 
Chippewa National Forest – 
Maps provided related to 
needed GIA Trail Agreements 

•	 Regulated material inspec-
tions and abatement partner-
ship - Ongoing

2024 Goals:
•	 Coordinate inter-governmen-

tal communication on permit 
applications and approvals – 
Share LIDAR Data

•	 Co-host a Basic Aquatic 
Identification Workshop as 
done in 2022

•	 Review the Solid Waste 
Agreement from Aug. 1, 2004 
– update if necessary.  

•	 Coordinate on terrestrial 
invasive species control/pre-
vention – Emerald Ash Borer 

•	 Coordinate wetland applica-
tion and violation review - 
Technical Evaluation Panel 
(TEP) invitations

•	 Smart Salt Brine grant appli-
cation to retrofit LLBO plows

•	 Semi-annual staff meeting

General and Legislative
2023 Status:

•	 Absentee voting at LLBO 
government center – ongoing

•	 Collaboration on legislative 
priorities to better under-
stand impacts to those we 
both serve

•	 Collaboration on Opioid 
Settlement Funded projects 
continues

•	 Workforce Housing partner-
ship continues with success

2024 Goals:
•	 County share of State share 

of Tribal/State tax agree-
ments and Local Option 
Sales Tax – Continue efforts 
to keep locally generated 
funds in the community to be 
used on  projects that benefit 
those we both serve

•	 Update our State Health 
Improvement Program 
(SHIP) Priorities to include 
opioid prevention and sup-
port for impacted individuals 
and families

•	 Build relationships between 
new staff.

Leech Lake Tribal Council and Cass 
County Hold Annual Meeting, Discuss 

Achievements and 2024 Goals

Tribal Chairman Faron Jackson expresses 
gratitude for 10 Years of effective partnership, 
emphasizing the power of truth and trust in 

community development.

ALL ELDERS ARE ENTITLED TO 
$10 SLOT PLAY & $10 MEAL 

COUPON THAT MUST BE USED 
WITHIN THE BIRTHDAY MONTH.

March
District III Elder Birthdays

From the District III 
Office LeRoy, 
Toni & Kari

Elizabeth Aitken 
Marcella Ardito 

Gloria Beaudreau 
David Beaulieu 
Donna Beaulieu 

Douglas Beaulieu 
Marlyce Bellanger 
Dawn Benjamin 

Ian Bonna 
Joseph Bowstring 

Janice Bryan 
Sharon Burnette 
James Carpenter 
Amanda Cloud 
Darlene Cloud 
Janice Cloud 
Donald Day 

Gloria Dudley 
Mark Evans 
Dawn Farr 

Donald Finn 
Deborah Fisher 
William Fisher 

Lila George 
Mary Goggleye-

Cross 
Thelma Goodwin 
Timothy Goose 

David Hare 
Jessica Harrison 

Brian Haugen 
Wanda Headbird 
Burton Howard 

Melvin Hunt 
Cindy Hurd 
Patrice Jones 

Beverly Jordan 
Steven Kmett 
Sharon Kotla 

Faith Littlewolf 

Raymond Lyons 
Eva Mangum 

Marjorie McCree 
Barbara McLove 
Valeria Meneely 

Franklin Michaud 
Wallace Morris 
Max Morrow 
Karen Moses 
Lori Osterloh 

Alfred Pemberton 
Beverly Raish 
Mary Reich 

Elaine Saccoman 
Leonard Sargent 

Betty Sayers 
Boyd Schluter 

Marlene 
Schulman 

Bradley Senogles 
Emmett Sheehy 

Iris Sherer 
John Smith 

Kenneth Smith 
Michael Smith 

Terry Smith 
Leon Staples 
Linda Staples 

Joel Stokka 
James Tibbetts 

Ronald Wakanabo 
Charlotte White 

Debra White 
Terrance White 
Natalie Wickner 

James Wilson 
Alvin Wind 

William Windom 
Emily Woodfield

OPEN MON - SUN 7AM UNTIL 9PM

FROM YOUR LEECH LAKE MARKET
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Chairman 
Faron Jackson Sr.

Governmental Activities
Chairman’s Summary

Monthly Report

Chairman’s Repport

	 Boozhoo, my relatives, friends, 
community members and all!  The 
Leech Lake RBC Tribal Council is 
moving forward on an ambition 
agenda with Leech Lake priorities 
before the U.S. Congress.  The 
Tribal Council members continue 
to work diligently in lobbying for 
unmet need dollars for the Leech 
Lake Band and its People.  As we 
continue to move forward, here is 
some of the news being reported to 
the great Leech Lake Nation.

	 Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Awarded $1.5 million for Tiwahe 
Project – On January 21, 2024 
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had been 
officially notified that Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe was selected for the 
Tiwahe Program Social Services 
Demonstration Project.  U.S. 
Senators Amy Klobuchar and Tina 
Smith had announced Leech Lake 
was selected for this innovative 
program that allows participating 
Tribal Nations to integrate certain 
services for their members and 
incorporate culturally-appropriate 
components.  Leech Lake Band’s 
inclusion in the Tiwahe program 
and new grant will help improve 
the delivery of services for children 
and families while ensuring 
Chippewa traditions and values are 
incorporated into the programs.  
Senator Smith had stated that the 
Tiwahe program is a crucial part of 
fulfilling our trust and treaty 
responsibilities to Tribal Nations 
and Native communities.  Chairman 
Jackson, Sr. wanted to commend 

Ms. Budde on her tireless work in 
proving that Leech Lake needed to 
be a part of this program.        

	 Leech Lake had Received $80 
million for Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds for 
Tribal Governments – In 2021, 
Leech Lake had an infusion of $80 
million in resources to fight the 
pandemic and support households 
and businesses in Indian Country 
struggling with its economic 
impact.  On January 9, 2024 the 
Leech Lake RBC had passed a 
resolution to create a Tribal 
Reserve Fund with an initial fund 
amount of $40 million.  These 
reserve funds had been derived 
from the savings of not spending 
any of the Leech Lake General 
Funds.  The Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds for 
Tribal Governments had been 
used to fund Leech Lake Gaming 
and the Tribal Administration for 
over 2-years.  As we move forward, 
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had stressed 
that a great many of our people 
are still suffering from the Covid-
19 pandemic.  As of today, we have 
high inflation, electric disconnect 
notices, propane for heat, families 
looking for employment, families 
are dealing with the loss of loved 
ones as a result from the pandem-
ic, and putting food on the table.  
As the Chairman, I will recom-
mend to the RBC Tribal Council 
that we provide an economic stim-
ulus package in the amount of 
$1,500 dollars for Adults and $500 
dollars for people under 18 years 
of age to be transferred into their 
trust accounts.
	 Leech Lake Wellness Center 
Groundbreaking Slated for the 
Spring of 2024 – After years of the 
RBC members lobbying Minnesota 
Governor Walz, he and the MN 
Legislature had awarded Leech 

Lake $24 million for three (3) 
Wellness Centers in District I, II, 
and III.  The District III Wellness 
Center will have the official ground-
breaking this spring and the 
Wellness Centers in District I & II 
will follow shortly.  The purpose of 
the wellness centers will be deter-
mined by the community needs 
that could include exercise areas, 
health programs, and community 
programming.                      

	 Leech Lake Enrollment 
Criteria still on the Table with the 
MCT, TEC – On January 11, 2024 
the MCT, TEC had their quarterly 
meeting at the Fond Du Lac Lake 
Superior Band of Chippewa.  
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had stressed 
the importance of addressing the 
enrollment criteria for our grand 
babies and the seventh generation.  
He further stated, “MCT Resolution 
32-15 has been approved by the 
TEC in 2015, re-approved in 2023, 
and approved for implementation in 
2023.”  Chairman Jackson, Sr. has 
drafted a LLBO RBC Resolution to 
Implement the MCT Resolution 
32-15 on MCT Indian Blood for 
Enrollment Eligibility.  Chairman 
Jackson Sr. has made the statement 
over and over to the MCT, TEC 
members that this resolution is not 
an ending point to the question on 
enrollment but the beginning steps 
in a process that can run in tandem 
with MCT Constitution Delegation 
Committee while they continue 
their due diligence on re-drafting 
the MCT Constitution.  The MCT 
People have spoken by an unofficial 
vote of allowing the individual Bands 
to decide their own enrollment cri-
teria.  Finally, Leech Lake is a sover-
eign and an independent Nation 
that exercised those rights before a 
treaty(s) was ever signed or the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe existed.  
Its time, we take a stand for our chil-

dren, the people, and the seventh 
generation by accepting them as 
part of the Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe and our Great Nation!   

	 Food Sovereignty for Leech 
Lake – In 2023, a delegation of 
Leech Lake employees and 
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had visited 
and toured the Prairie Island Indian 
Community Buffalo farm. 
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had the priv-
ilege of Prairie Island’s insight and 
sharing of information on how they 
started a buffalo farm.  Prairie 
Island had also stated that they 
would be open to a few seed buffalo 
for a Leech Lake farm.  Presently, 
the USDA-DOI has a Tribal Buffalo 
Initiative.  The USDA has also 
strengthened bison markets 
through a new Bison Purchasing 
Procurement Agreement and the 
Tribal Self-Determination 
Demonstration Project.  USDA had 
also strengthened value-added 
bison meat processing through the 
Inter-Tribal Buffalo Council’s cre-
ation of a mobile buffalo processing 
trailer and the development of the 
first Indigenous Animals Meat 
Processing Grant.  At one time, the 
buffalo had roamed the Leech Lake 
territory and were an important 
meat source in our diet.  This new 
food market would create jobs and 
provide a much healthier food 
source in our every day diets.  This 
spring, we will be providing a plan 
before the people to start a buffalo 
farm on the Leech Lake Nation.

	 AhnjiBeMahDiz Recovery 
Center for Woman Opens 
February 2, 2024 – In long awaited 
news, Leech Lake will have a 20 bed 
Adult Women’s program.  They will 
have access to outpatient clinics, and 
continuing mental health and sub-
stance use disorder care.  On site 

sweat lodge and access to commu-
nity ceremonies.  Chairman Jackson, 
Sr. has advocated for many years for 
the Woman’s Recovery Center.  A 
Chi-Mii-Gwetch to the Leech Lake 
Administration and AhnjiBeMahBiz 
staff for their hard work.   

	 Former U.S. Representative 
Rick Nolan had Appointed 
Chairman Jackson, Sr. to the 
Northern Pines Mental Health 
Board – In 2019, Chairman 
Jackson, Sr. had accepted the 
appointment because we needed a 
mental health center located near 
the southern part of Leech Lake.  
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had lobbied 
for a satellite office in Walker, MN.  
He can proudly report today; a 
Northern Pines Mental Health 
Satellite Center is open in Walker 
that will serve Leech Lake Band 
members.  Mental health services 
offered are for adults, family, chil-
dren, adolescents, couples, and 
group.  The treatment type is per-
son-centered, clinical treatment, 
peer counsellor, and practitioner.                          

	 Governor Walz had 
Appointed Chairman Jackson, 
Sr. to the Non-Attorney 
Commission on Judicial 
Selection – In 2024, this commis-
sion shall provide recommenda-
tions on the selection of candi-
dates in judicial districts.  For 
instance, when a county has a 
judicial officer retiring than the 
commission will do interviews 
and make recommendations on 
those candidates.

	 Minnesota Indian Affairs 
Council News – MIAC has 
reached out to Jodi Harpstead, 
Commissioner of the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services.  
Chairman Jackson, Sr. had report-
ed that the Minnesota counties 
had not been following the Federal 
requirements under the ICWA 
law.  Commissioner Harpstead 
had pledged that a follow-up 
meeting with the Tribes and coun-
ty agencies that will address the 
concerns with the out of compli-
ance questions with the Indian 
Child Welfare Act.  In February, I 
will be able to report more infor-
mation when the actual meeting is 
convened with the counties.                

	 Safety note, the weather on the 
Leech Lake was bitterly cold but 
now it’s much warmer.  In the past 
month, we had a lot of freeze ups.  
Please check your heating tape, 
the pipes in your risers, that none 
of your pipes are exposed to the 
cold, and finding ways to insulate 
those areas with snow or hey.   
Please be safe and take care!

via CHAIRMAN’S OFFICE

via CHAIRMAN’S OFFICE
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Secretary / Treasurer 
Leonard Fineday

Governmental Activities
Secretary/Treasurer’s Summary

Monthly Report

Secretaryy Treasurer Monthlyy Repport

via SECRETARY 
TREASURER’S OFFICE

	 Greetings Leech Lake Band 
members! It is my privilege and 
honor to provide you with this 
report for activities undertaken in 
January 2024, including a quarterly 
report for Fiscal Year 2024 Quarter 
one.

GOVERNMENT 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

	 This report covers the first quar-
ter of FY 2024, which ran from July 
1, 2023 to September 30, 2023. 
	 For the first quarter of FY 24, the 
total revenue for the General Fund 
was $10,171,192, reflecting an 
increase of $2,286,702 over the 
same period last year, for a year over 
year increase of 29.0%. Total General 
Fund expenditures for the first 
quarter were $5,296,613, reflecting 
a $1,699,424 decrease over the same 
period last year, for a year over year 
decrease in General Fund expendi-
tures of 24.3%.  
	 For the first quarter of FY 24, the 
total revenue for the Special Revenue 
Fund was $16,362,618, reflecting a 
decrease of $8,623,126 over the 
same period last year, for a year over 
year decrease of 24.5%. Total Special 
Revenue Fund expenditures for the 
first quarter were $19,487,192, 
reflecting a decrease of $7,556,536 
over the same period last year, for a 
year over year decrease in Special 
Revenue expenditures of 27.9%. 
	 For the first quarter of FY 24, the 
total revenue for the Indirect Cost 
Pool was $2,952,633, reflecting an 
increase of $14,123, for a year over 
year increase of 0.5% for the same 

period last year. Total Indirect Cost 
Pool expenditures for the same peri-
od were $3,987,255, reflecting an 
increase of $391,394 over the same 
period last year, for a year over year 
increase of 10.9% in Indirect Cost 
Pool expenditures.
	 Regarding the FY 24 budget per-
formance for the first quarter of FY 
24, 15.29% of General Fund Direct 
Funding was expended through 
September 30, 2023, reflecting 
$4,439,644 in actual General Fund 
Direct Funding expenditures. Special 
Revenue Direct Funding was 56.82% 
of total FY 24 spending, reflecting 
$725,548 in actual Special Revenue 
Direct Funding expenditures through 
the first quarter of FY 24. 

ENTERPRISE 
QUARTERLY REPORT

	 On our enterprise side, for the 
first quarter of FY 24, Total Casino, 
Small Business and Gaming 
Administration revenue increased 
by 2.72% over last year, while the 
Total Cost of Goods decreased by 
9.45% over last year. Total Payroll 
Expense increased by 2.35% over 
last year. Total Operating Expenses 
decreased by 3.37% over last year. 
The total Net Profit from Casino, 
Small Business and Gaming 
Administration for the first quarter 
of FY 24 increased by 21.28% over 
the same period last year. 

AUDIT & FY25 
BUDGET UPDATE

	 Our Finance team and our audi-
tors at REDW have completed the 
FY 21 audit, and it has been sub-
mitted to the federal clearinghouse. 
Work has immediately commenced 
on the FY 22 audit and the team is 
continues to work diligently to 
ensure that gets completed as expe-
ditiously as possible. 
	 Work also continues for the FY 
25 Budget. A preliminary budget 
will be presented to the RBC for 
initial approval in February as con-
templated by the Budget Ordinance. 
Public meetings will then be held in 
the three Districts as well as in 
Duluth and Minneapolis. Final 
adoption of the FY 25 Budget 
should take place at the April 
Quarterly Meeting. 

ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTIES UPDATE

	 On January 2, 2024, Leech Lake 
leaders joined tribal leaders and 
county officials for a meeting at the 
Association of Minnesota Counties 
in St. Paul, MN, to discuss ways that 

tribes and counties can continue to 
work together. Items of discussion 
ranged from child protection and 
education to infrastructure and 
transportation issues. It was a good 
discussion, and I am thankful Cass 
County Commissioner Rick 
Haaland was present and that 
Grand Portage Chairman Bobby 
Dechampe helped organize the 
event. We will continue discussions 
with the counties and find paths 
forward for working together. 

RESERVE FUND UPDATE
	 On January 9, 2024, the RBC 
met and approved the establish-
ment of a Reserve Fund, allocating 
$40 million. This Reserve Fund was 
created from Fiscal Years 2020, 
2021 and 2022 General Funds, as 
we were able to reallocate General 
Fund expenditures from those years 
utilizing the Revenue Loss formula 
provided in the American Rescue 
Plan Act’s State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Fund. This recategoriza-
tion of funds allowed us to place 
most of the gaming allocation and 
tax agreement dollars from those 
fiscal years into this Reserve Fund. 
	 The Resolution enacted by the 
RBC requires that the Reserve Fund 
“shall be meticulously controlled,” 
and mandates that the RBC main-
tain “transparent and accountable 
management of the Fund, with reg-
ular reporting and oversight to 
ensure its use aligns with the Band’s 
best interest.” The establishment of 
this Fund is important and will help 
ensure the Band’s financial stability 
into the future. 

CANNABIS UPDATE
	 The RBC and the Cannabis 
Taskforce continue to work on 
implementing the LLBO Cannabis 
Code enacted in August 2023. On 

January 9, 2024, the RBC approved 
the allocation of funds for the newly 
appointed Cannabis Regulatory 
Commission and an initial contri-
bution for the Leech Lake Cannabis 
Company. The Regulatory 
Commission has begun its work on 
developing the regulatory structure 
pursuant to the Cannabis Code. 
The LL Cannabis Company is work-
ing on business plans. Interviews 
for the Board of Directors for the 
Company will take place in early 
February, with plans to host a Band 
member public meeting in early 
March to discuss in more detail the 
implementation plan for cannabis 
on Leech Lake. 

MINNESOTA 
CHIPPEWA UPDATE

	 On January 10 and 11, 2024, the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe held its 
quarterly Tribal Executive 
Committee and Subcommittee 
meetings at the Fond du Lac 
Reservation. At the Legislative 
Subcommittee meeting, we dis-
cussed the financial operations of 
the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, 
approved necessary personnel 
actions, and heard a presentation 
on the proposed updates to the 
Minnesota Indian Family 
Preservation Act. At the Tribal 
Executive Committee meeting, we 
approved resolutions, including one 
in support of the MIFPA revisions 
and one in support of amending the 
List Act to list each MCT Band 
separately. We also heard presenta-
tions from Sandy Lake Band and the 
Constitutional Reform delegation. 

TRIBAL STATE 
PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

	 On January 16 and 17, 2024, I 
attended the kickoff meeting for 
the Tribal State Partnership grant 

with tribal and state leaders from 
each of the states who received 
funding from the grant (Minnesota, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Oregon 
and Alaska). It was a great first 
meeting and it was good to hear 
about the work that has already 
been accomplished. The statewide 
Minnesota team will be meeting in 
March at Northern Lights Casino 
to continue the initial work of 
implementing this grant. 

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AMERICAN INDIANS UPDATE

	 On January 23 and 24, 2024, I 
attended a retreat for the National 
Congress of American Indians 
Executive Committee. This retreat 
provided an opportunity for the 
incoming executive committee to 
meet face-to-face and to get to 
know one another better, as well as 
dive into important policy discus-
sions. We talked at length about 
NCAI’s operations and strategy for 
upcoming two years. It was a very 
helpful event, and included some 
time with Secretary of the Interior 
Deb Haaland. I look forward to 
reporting back on the progress we 
are making to protect and advance 
sovereignty as we advocate for the 
benefit of all of Indian Country. 

LAND TRANSFER UPDATE
	 Plans are underway to host a 
land transfer ceremony, commem-
orating the implementation of the 
Leech Lake Reservation Restoration 
Act. This transfer will include 
almost 12,000 acres of federal 
Forest Service land back to Leech 
Lake. The ceremony was originally 
planned for the end of 2023, but 
will now take place sometime in the 
Spring of 2024. We are working 
diligently to ensure this transfer 
takes place and some of our illegally 
taken land is rightfully restored. 
	 As we work on implementing 
the existing law, we are still advo-
cating for an amendment that 
would allow for the transfer of addi-
tional acreage that was identified as 
illegally taken. This past month, 
progress has been made in the 
Senate to move our amendment 
forward and we are hoping the 
Committee on Indian Affairs will 
mark up the bill soon. 

	 This concludes my report for 
January 2024. As always, it is a 
privilege and honor to serve each of 
you. Please feel free to reach out to 
me if you have any questions or 
concerns. Chi miigwech!  

LLBO Secre-
tary/Treasurer 
Lenny Fineday 
meets with 
US Secretary 
of the Interior 
Deb Haaland 
at the National 
Congress of 
American 
Indians execu-
tive commit-
tee retreat on 
Tuesday, Janu-
ary 23, 2024. 



BUG O NAY GE SHIG            SCHOOL  NEWS
PRESERVING THE PAST, EMBRACING THE FUTURE

15353 Silver Eagle Drive, Bena, MN  56626 | Phone: 218-665-3000 Toll Free: 1-800-265-5576 | www.bugonaygeshig.org
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7th Grade A Honor-roll
Layla B.

Terrell B.
Benjamin H.

7th Grade B Honor-roll
Avien B.
Hailey H.
Ayianna J.
Rashawn J.

Simone L.-B.
Jacob R.

Aalaya W.

8th Grade A Honor-roll
Juliette B.

Aneesha G.
Waylon L.-O.

Joelle S.

8th Grade B Honor-roll
Robert B.
Aariana B.
Aaron B.
Shawn G.
Alaina G.

Cecil J.

Malachi M.
Michaelanna S.-F.

Justice S.
Adrain T.

Jordan W.-E.

9th Grade A Honor-roll
Kaylia M.

9th Grade B Honor-roll
Evan G.

Jazmine H.
Robert M.

10th Grade A Honor-roll
Dakota B.

10th Grade B Honor-roll
Loralea A.
Aarik B.

Joseph C.
Anthony G.

Carli J.
Cam’ron O.
Brayden R.
Delilah R.

     As part of their study of genotypes and DNA, Bug O Nay Ge Shig  Biology students participated in two labs: 
one to determine their blood type and one to extract the DNA from strawberries.

   Bug O Nay Ge Shig School invited families to join us to celebrate the 
middle of the school year on January 19.  Family Fun Day featured games, 
prizes, gifts, crafts, and a ham dinner.

11th Grade A Honor-roll
Elias M.

11th Grade B Honor-roll
Garan F.

Kimmela G.
Antonio L.
Marlo M.
Bryson R.
Natalie S.

Arryelle W.
Dipper W.

12th Grade A Honor-roll
Benjamin M. jr.

12th Grade B Honor-roll
Violena B.
Dakota B.
Andy C. Jr.

Amareah G.
Tyren H.
Joshua H.

Kyla J.
Adrian M.

Bug O Nay Ge Shig School �st Quarter
A & B Honor-roll 2023-2024
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In 2023 Leech Lake Tribal Police Officers continued to work with the com-
munity to stop illegal drugs from coming to the Reservation. Below is an 
approximate number of drugs that were seized throughout the year by Officers.

Crystal Methamphetamine............................................................
Fentanyl............................................................................................. 
Powder Cocaine................................................................................... 
Gabapentin Prescription Pills.............................................................
Processed Marijuana....................................................................

49.6 grams 
66.99 grams 

.25 grams 
131 pills

1,791 grams

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Police

2023 Illegal Drug Statistics

	 Twenty-Five (25) arrests were made for drug charges with thirteen (13) 
of those being adult males and twelve (12) being adult females.
	 Leech Lake Tribal Police Officers seized twenty-one (21) firearms, con-
sisting of both handguns and long guns. 
	 Officers responded to Fifty-Seven (57) overdoses consisting of both 
non-fatal and fatal. Forty-One (41) doses of Narcan were administered by 
Officers throughout the year.
	 The approximate street value of the above listed drugs is $51,543. 
*Please note this is a rough estimate broken down to “Street Values” and 
that the prices on illegal drugs can fluctuate up or down on a daily basis 
depending on supply and demand in the local area. 
	 If anyone has information related to the sales or possession of illegal 
drugs within the Leech Lake Reservation, please contact the Leech Lake 
Tribal Police Department Narcotic Investigator(s) at (218) 335-7118, or 
via tips@llpolice.org.

Leech Lake Tribal Police • 200 Sailstar Drive • PO Box 187 • 
Cass Lake, MN 56633

via LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE TRIBAL POLICE

Approximate total of seized drugs in 2023

Healthy for you.
Helpful for all.
GET VACCINATED TO HELP SAVE LIVES

Sanford Health is partnering with your 

neighborhood pharmacy to provide easy access 

to important vaccines. Together, we are making 

it easier than ever for you to protect yourself and 

help prevent the spread of these diseases.

Visit helpfulforall.org to see a list 
of participating pharmacies.

This program is supported by the Administration for Community Living (ACL, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)) through USAging as part of a financial assistance award to USAging totaling $74,999,835 
with 100 percent funding by ACL/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official view of, nor an endorsement by, USAging, ACL/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

Phone (218) 335-8277      Toll Free 888-622-9225      Fax (218) 335-8297

Save the date

Delivered by Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Chairman Faron 
Jackson, Sr. Please join us as we reflect on the past year and 

take a look at what we can expect in the year 2024.
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Violet Reyes

Roberta Matthews
Valentine “Moose” Solis Jr.

Fayleen Haugen

Violet Julia Reyes, the Matriarch of the 
Humphrey Family, passed away peacefully 

surrounded by family on Tuesday, December 
26, 2023, in Minneapolis, MN. She was born 
to George & Mammie Humphrey on 
November 17, 1928, near Bena, Minnesota. 
As an adult, Violet moved to Minneapolis, 
Minnesota where she married Richard Reyes, 
Sr., and had three children. Later she met 
Duane Holmes, and together they had five 
children. She worked as a tailor for many 
years, retiring in her seventies. The legacy she 
leaves is her Ojibwe floral beadwork. She 
acquired her skills from her mother and 
passed them on to her grandson Wayne. 
Violet lived for 95 years taking care of her 
family and all her loved ones. Her door was 
always open to those in need of a home 
cooked meal and a place to stay.
	 Violet is survived by her daughters, Nickie 
& Vicky; sons, Daniel, Jon, Jack & Scott 
Campbell; sisters, Esther Bogda and Avis 
Poupart; special companion, her dog, Jackson; 
grandchildren, Jessy, Kayla, Shileen, Leanne, 
Wayne, Jon Jr, Christopher, Russ, Josh, 
Brandon, and Anthony who called her, "Old 
School Grandma". 
Preceded in death by her sons, Richard Jr, 
Otto, and Wayne; parents, George & Mamie; 
brothers, Lawrence, Raymond, George Jr, 
Frank, Wallace and Wilbur; sisters, Dolly and 
Florence; the "Bugga" Lawrence Jr .; and many 
other family members.
	 Those helping to lay Violet to rest are 
Daniel Reyes, Jon Reyes, Jack Reyes, Wayne 
Reyes, Christopher Reyes, Royal Rock, 
Richard Parker, and Jim Johnsen. Honorary 
Pallbearers are Gina Erwin Sanchez, Jessy 
Beaulieu, Wallis Humphrey, Joyce Humphrey, 
Auntie Mary Gibbs, Steven Humphrey, and 
the Minnesota Chipps Softball Team. A visi-
tation for Violet will start at 4:00 p.m. on 

Valentine “Moose” Matthew Solis Jr., 
“Manidoo Oshkababaawass” meaning 

“Spirit Helper”, of the Eagle Clan of St. Paul 
MN, age 54, started his journey to the spirit 
world at United Hospital in St. Paul, MN., on 
Saturday, December 30, 2023.  He was born 
on May 18, 1969, to Nancy, (Sayers) Solis and 
Valetine Solis Sr. in St. Paul, MN.
	 Valentine enjoyed going to Pow Wows all 
over this great nation and participating in the 
ceremonies.
	 He will always be remembered for his 
willingness to help, Valentine was always will-
ing to jump in and help other people no mat-
ter what, he never said no. His great sense of 
humor will be missed by all. He was wise 
beyond his years, as well as very knowledge-
able about many things.
	 Those greeting Valentine in the spirit 
world are his mother, Nancy Solis; Grandma 
Sarah Sayers; and many Aunties and Uncles.
	 Family that Valetine leaves behind are his 
son Dustin Solis; daughters Valencia Solis, 
and Rebecca Anderson; brothers Mark Solis 
Sr., Matthew Solis Sr. and Johnothan Solis; 
sisters Diana Solis, Teresa Solis, Zipora Solis, 
and Evelyn Solis; Antie Mary LeDeaux; 
adopted family Bayzhi Matrious and family.

Roberta Matthews, age 69. She was born on 
November 16, 1954, in Denver, CO. She 

made her way to the spirit world on Thursday, 
December 28, joining her mother Valentine 
(Briseno) and father Arthur Chase.
	 She will be remembered as a beautiful 
person who always had a smile on her face. 
Bobbie enjoyed playing the slot machines at 
the casino, people watching, and visiting fam-
ily and friends. Bobbie loved to listen to 
music, walking in the rain, cooking amazing 
food, and taking her great-grandchildren to 
the park. Bobbie would always watch “Grey’s 
Anatomy,” “Law & Order,” and “Lifetime” 
movies on t.v. She loved getting everyone 
together for the holidays but do not put your 
cups on the counter without a coaster or it 
was going in the garbage. We take comfort in 
knowing she’s no longer in pain and she’s 
with her mother Valentine, brother Jim, and 
sister Tillie.
	 Those greeting Bobbie in the spirit world 
are her parents, Valentine and Arthur Chase; 
brother, Jim Chase; sister, Tillie “Toot” Chase; 
and ex-husband, Michael Matthews.
	 Those she leaves behind to forever cherish 
her loving memory are her son, Michael 
“Conan” Matthews Jr .; daughters, Lillian 
“Izzy” (Gary) Dahmen and Earth Matthews; 
brothers, Arthur B. (Sue) Chase, Joseph 

Fayleen Frances Haugen (Frazer) 
"Mooka'am" meaning "Sunrise" or 

"Bungii-waabibaagiibitoo" meaning "Little 
White Running Horse" blessed the world 
with her presence on July 4, 1965, and she 
ran into her daughter's arms in Heaven on 
December 27, 2023. The precious daughter 
of Lynda Smith. She was later adopted by 
Kathy and Carl Frazer, who taught her to be 
the strong woman that her children mod-
eled themselves after.
	 Fayleen proudly graduated in 1983 from 
WHA, and later obtained her degree in early 
childhood from the LLTC. She was a loving, 
beautiful soul. She was blessed with Lynda, 
Jacinta, and James (Matthew) with her first 
love Jimmy Morrison, she later married 
Thomas Haugen, and was then blessed with 
Catherine, Jessica, Carlee, and Tiffani com-
pleting her family. She later helped raise her 
other son, and children's brother Michael. 
Fayleen loved her family with everything she 
had in her, when her grandchildren started 
arriving, they became her pride, and joy; all 
20 of them. She spent many hours with her 

Thursday, December 28, 2023, at All Nations 
Indian Church, 1515 E 23rd St. Minneapolis, 
MN, with Pastor Richard Latterner officiat-
ing. An overnight wake for Violet will con-
tinue at 4:00 p.m., Friday, December 29, 2023, 
at the Bena Community Center in Bena, MN. 
Interment will be at 12:00 p.m., Saturday, 
December 30, 2023, in the Lakeview Cemetery 
in Bena, MN.
	 Violet's care has been entrusted to 
Northern Peace Funeral Home of Walker, 
MN. Online condolences for the family may 
be left at www.northernpeace.com.

	 A one night wake for Valentine will begin 
at 3:00 p.m. on Friday January 5, 2024 and 
continue until his Saturday January 6, 2024 
10:00a.m. service, all to be held at the Onigum 
Center in Onigum, Minnesota.  Valentine’s 
Spiritual Advisor’s will be Allen Hardy, and 
Brian Matrious.  Those helping lay Valentine 
to rest are Tony LaDeaux, Michael Charwood, 
William Johnson Sr., Anthony Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson Jr., and Dustin Solis.  
Alternant pallbearers are Justin Solis, and 
Jeremiah Solis.  Honorary pallbearers are all 
his family and friends.  Valentines final rest-
ing place will be with his mother at Old 
Agency Catholic Cemetery, Onigum, 
Minnesota in the spring.
	 Valentine’s care has been entrusted to 
Northern Peace Funeral Home of Walker, 
MN.  Online condolences for the family may 
be left at www.northernpeace.com.

(Karen) Chase, and David (Laurie) Chase; 
sister, Valerie L. Chase; 12 grandchildren, 
Brandi, Tia, Scotty, Matty, Isaiah, Keira, 
Raven, Hailey, Aidan, Aisha, Ona, and Landin; 
5 great-grandchildren, Dax, Calvin, Liam, 
Adler, and Messiah; numerous other family 
members and friends.
	 An overnight wake for Bobbie will begin 
on Thursday, January 4, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. and 
continue until her funeral service on Friday, 
January 5, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. Services will be 
held at the Old Community Center in Bena, 
MN. Genny Chase will officiate. Those help-
ing to lay Bobbie to rest are Joe Chase, David 
Chase, Art Chase, Gary Allen, Matty Dahmen, 
Jacob Ellis, and Michael “Conan” Matthews Jr. 
Honorary pallbearers are all Bobbie’s grand-
children, great-grandchildren, cherished life-
long friends; Jude Gresser, Jody Dahl, and 
Nettie. Interment will be in Lakeview 
Cemetery in Bena, MN.
	 Bobbie’s care has been entrusted to 
Northern Peace Funeral Home of Walker, 
MN. Online condolences for the family may 
be left at www.northernpeace.com.
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June Kendall

Janice Fairbanks

Leonard “Lennie” Oberg

Leonard “Lennie” Francis Oberg, of the 
Bear Clan began his journey from his 

home in Minneapolis MN, on January 11, 
2024.  He was born on November 24, 1977, to 
Fran and Brenda (Durant) Oberg in Cass 
Lake, MN.
	 Lennie loved to spend time with his fam-
ily and friends.  He was ALWAYS willing to 
help someone in need no matter what the 
circumstances were.
	 Those greeting Lennie in the spirit world 
are his grandparents, Leslie Oberg Sr., Violet 
Oberg, Joyce Durant, and David Durant; 
mom, Brenda Oberg; aunts, Louise Durant, 
and Marilyn Garbow; Uncle, Melvin Durant; 
nephew, Dominic Oberg
	 Those Lennie leaves behind are his best 
friend, Mandy Petz the mother of his son; dad 
Fran Oberg; son, Leonard Oberg, Jr.; brother, 
Les Oberg; sister, Maria Hyrkus-Paulley, and 
many other friends and family.
	 A one-day wake for Lennie will begin at 
6:00 p.m. on Tuesday January 16, 2024, and 
continue until his 10:00 a.m. service on 
January 17, 2024, all to be held at the Mission 
Community Center in Cass Lake, MN.  
Lennie’s Spiritual Advisor will be Adrian 
Liberty.  Those helping to lay Lennie to rest 
are Mike Durant, Jared Rabbit, Anthony 
Sherman, Melvin Durant Jr., and Gordon 
Kingbird.  Honorary pallbearers are all of his 
family and friends.  Interment will follow the 
service at the Inger Cemetery in Inger, MN.
	 Leonard’s care has been entrusted to 
Northern Peace Funeral Home of Walker, 
MN.  Online condolences for the family may 
be left at www.northernpeace.com.

June Marie Kendall, “Mii-Gii-Zii-Quay” 
(Eagle Woman), age 74, of the “Mukwa 

Doodem” (Bear Clan) member of Boise Forte 
Band and of Bemidji, MN, journeyed to the 
spirit world on Saturday, January 13, 2024, 
from Sanford Medical Center in Bemidji. She 
was born on August 26, 1949, in Ely, MN, the 
daughter of Doris (Columbus) and Wayne 
Oliver Mock, Sr. 
	 June was a beloved mother, who loved 
crafting, in her younger years she taught 
classes in Macrame and other crafts. Her 
work was exceptional. June was an animal 
lover, who believed she was an abused ani-
mal in a previous life, that’s why she loved 
animals so much. She raised and raced 
Siberian Huskies as sled dogs. June worked 
as an administrative assistant in the 
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, Family 
Advocacy Center of Northern Minnesota, 
the Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence 
Program at Cass Lake Indian Health Service 
and the DNR Fisheries in Walker, MN. June 
was very passionate about her work helping 
others and spent part of her career address-
ing violence against women and children, 
especially in the Native American Areas. She 
brought knowledge and culture to her 
coworkers, helping to teach them the 
Anishinaabe cultures and ceremonies. She 
had an energy and effervescence that was 
infectious and made it difficult or impossible 
to not love her. June had a great laugh; she 
could be picked out of a crowd just by hear-
ing her laugh. She made the best Indian Fry 
Bread. She enjoyed eating good food, playing 
Keno, spending time with friends, family, her 
cats, and the neighborhood dogs. June was a 
strong, courageous lady, battled her cancers 
bravely and never gave up. June will be 
remembered for her great sense of humor, 
smart, educational ways, and her will to help 
keep her Native American heritage taught to 
the next generations. 
	 Those greeting June in the spirit world are 
her parents, Doris and Wayne Mock, Sr.; sis-

Janice Lynn Fairbanks, age 49, of Bemidji, 
Minnesota, began her journey to the Spirit 

World on Thursday, January 4, 2024 at her 
residence.  Janice was born on January 9, 
1974 to Roy Beaulieu and Barbara Fairbanks.
	 She graduated from the Bug School in 
1993 and worked at Sportsman Pizzeria and as 
a Personal Care Assistant. She worked at the 
Fairbanks Café in Red Lake for three years. 
The last few years she worked at Cedar Lakes 
Casino. She enjoyed raising her family and 
being a Great-Aunt to her nieces and nephews.
	 Janice is survived by her sons Brian 
Fairbanks, Aaron Fairbanks and Andrew 
Fairbanks; grandchildren Danielle Fairbanks, 
Mason Fairbanks and Maddy Fairbanks; 
brothers Carl Fairbanks Sr, Joey Fairbanks Sr 
and Gary Wind Sr; sisters Melody Hanners, 
Amanda Fairbanks and Toni Wind. 
	 She was preceded in death by daughter 
Rhonda Fairbanks; sisters Rhonda Fairbanks 
and Brenda Wind; parents Barbara Fairbanks 
and Roy Beaulieu, paternal grandparents 
James & Verna (Hanson) Fairbanks, maternal 
grandparents George & Ida Beaulieu. 
	 Wake will begin at 11:00 AM on Tuesday, 
January 9, 2024 at the Mission Community 

grandsons going bug hunting and teaching 
them about the great outdoors. Fayleen was 
a gifted writer; her poems were enough to 
bring tears to your eyes. She was a fierce 
protector in her family and wasn't afraid to 
show that motherly attitude to anyone who 
messed with any of her babies. Later in her 
life she Met Kris who she loved and built a 
life with on the shores of leech lake. When 
our family lost Lynda, she took up rock pick-
ing to be closer to her daughter; often 
spending many hours with loved ones find-
ing special rocks that spoke to her beautiful 
soul. Sunrises were a special time, and she 
never failed to get a great picture of anything 
that had to do with nature. The 4th of July 
was always a special time, her family liked to 
throw her big birthday parties even though 
she pretended she didn't want one. It was 
always said that the fireworks were going off 
to celebrate her special birth. Fayleen was 
the hardest worker in anything she did, 
cleaning cabins with her daughters for a few 
summers always proved to be a tiring time 
because of her immaculate attention to 
detail; but it was also spent laughing with 
her. She always had a story to share with 
someone. Later, after her children left the 
nest, Fayleen adopted her fur babies, Meanie 
and Yoda. Fayleen was the best teacher in 
the world, and raised wonderful children 
who model their good hearts after her, she 
took so much pride in how her children 
became such wonderful adults with her 
guidance. Our world will be so much dim-
mer without her bright soul, but we are bet-
ter for having known her. We will miss our 
mommy, daughter, sister, cousin, aunty, and 
friend very much. We love you mama Faye. 
From this day until we run into each other's 
arms in eternity. Our family chain will link 
again one day. Until we meet again mommy.
	 Fayleen is now being cared for by many 
people who walked ahead of her including 
her mother, Lynda Smith; daughter, Lynda 
Joan; grandma, Muzzin; grandson, 
Miskwaadesi; father, Jerome; first love, Jimmy 
Morrison; granny, Alice Mickelson; uncles, 
David, Bart, John, Frank; brother, Aaron 
Wayne; auntie, Frieda; fur babies, Meanie 
and Yoda; numerous cousins; and friends. 
	 Fayleen will be remembered every single 
day by those she leaves behind are her chil-
dren, Jacinta, James, Catherine, Jessica, 
Carlee, Tiffanni, and Micheal; parents, Kathy 
and Carl; the loves of her life, grandchildren, 
George, Avianna, Jimmy, Landon, Milo, 
Leon, Lennie, Camilla, Cecil, Randy, 
Gracelyn, Danica, Lyra, Maia, Ian, Lucas, 
Marvin, Calvin, and Benny; her love, Kris 
Pelz; siblings, Jill, Josh, Mary Jo, and Carl; 
father of her four youngest, Thomas; aunts, 
Theresa, Beverly, Muggs, Jean; uncles, Wayne, 
Terry, Robin, and Jerry; fur baby, Yo Yo; 
numerous cousins; friends; and loved ones.
	 A two-night wake for Fayleen will start on 
Sunday, December 31 at 6:00 p.m. and will 
continue until her funeral service on Tuesday, 
January 2, at 11:00 a.m., all to be held at the 
Onigum Community Center. Pastor Matthew 
McWaters will officiate. Fayleen will be car-
ried into eternity by George, Jimmy, Cecil, 
Kris, Michael, and Matthew, with Sam Reese, 
and Jason Silcox as her alternates. Honorary 

ter, Kay “Sara” Peterson; and granddaughter, 
Angela Gallik.
	 Those June leaves behind are her life part-
ner, Elroy Lightfeather; son, Brian (Barb) 
Kendall; brothers, Ron Anderson, Gary 
Bishop, and Wayne Mock, Jr.; sisters, Cheryl 
(Wayne) Peterson, Margie (Mark) Matchey, 
and Diane (Jim) Bohn; aunt, Sandy Moats; 
granddaughters, Blaire Kendall and Jordan 
McDonald; grandsons, Sean, Brett, and 
Christopher Kendall; 10 great-grandchildren; 
and loving cat, Sadie. 
	 A memorial service for June is being 
planned for a later date. Spiritual Advisors for 
June are Bonnie Fairbanks Stangel and Frank 
Boshkabin. Inurnment will be in the Good 
Shepard Lutheran Church Cemetery in 
Mondovi, WI, next to her father Wayne 
Mock, Sr. 
	 June’s care has been entrusted to Northern 
Peace Funeral Home of Walker, MN. Online 
condolences for the family may be left at 
www.northernpeace.com .

Center in Cass Lake, Minnesota, and contin-
ue until the service at 1:00 PM on Thursday, 
January 11, 2024 with Father George Ross 
and Father Bill Butcher. Active Pallbearers 
will be Joseph Fairbanks, Carl Fairbanks, Bill 
Beaulieu, Aaron Fairbanks, Gordon Fairbanks 
and Donald Weise. Honorary Pallbearers will 
be nieces, nephews and other family mem-
bers.  Burial will be in the spring at Sugar 
Bush Cemetery. 
	 Arrangements provided by Whispering 
Pines Funeral and Cremation Service of 
Walker & Hackensack, Minnesota. 

pallbearers are her parents, 7 babies, 20 
grandbabies, Sam Reese, Jason Silcox, Jill 
Thompson, and the rest of her cousins she 
cherished so very much.
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Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Court

200 Sailstar Dr. NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633
218.335.3682 • 218.335.4418

Honorable Paul W. Day Chief Judge of Tribal Court
Honorable Amber Ahola Associate Judge of Tribal Court

200 Sailstar Dr. NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633	
218.335.3682 • 218.335.4418

Honorable Paul W. Day Chief Judge of Tribal Court
Honorable Amber Ahola Associate Judge of Tribal Court

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Court

LEGAL NOTICE

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
in Tribal Court

In Re Estate of: Stanley Albert 
Chief Jr., DOB: 02/09/1943, De-
cedent.

Court File No. CV-23-135

NOTICE
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS AND CREDITORS IT IS 
ORDERED AND NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the above-
named decedent, Stanley Albert 
Chief Jr., died September 9, 
2023.  A hearing was held before 
the Honorable Rebecca McCon-
key-Greene, Associate Judge of 
the above-named Tribal Court 
located in the Leech Lake Trib-
al Justice Center, 200 Sailstar 
Drive NW, in Cass Lake, Min-
nesota on the 20th, day of No-
vember, 2023 at 2:30 p.m., upon 
the filing of a Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy, De-
termination of Heirs, and Formal 
Appointment of Personal Repre-
sentative by Stanley Jones, sur-
viving son of the decedent.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that at the Initial Probate Hear-
ing held on November 20th, 
2023, in Leech Lake Tribal, 
Court, Stanley Jones, 8573 Trad-
ers Bay Rd. NW Walker, MN 
56484 was appointed to act as 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Stanley Albert Chief 
Jr., decedent.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that all creditors having a claim 
against the estate are required 
to present the same to the Clerk 
of the Leech Lake Tribal Court 

within ninety days (90) days 
from the date of the first publica-
tion of the notice or claims will 
be barred.

LEGAL NOTICE

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
in Tribal Court

In the Matter of the Guardian-
ship of: L.K.H., DOB: 12/23/2008.
Patsy Fisher, Petitioner, And 
Luke Hanson, Respondent.

Case No. FA-22-67

NOTICE
OF LEGAL PUBLICATION YOU 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
on June 6, 2022, a Petition for 
Guardianship of a Minor was 
filed with the Leech Lake Tribal 
Court regarding the child(ren) 
of the above-named parent.  
You, the respondent herein, are 
hereby notified that you must 
file a response in the office of 
the Leech Lake Tribal Court 
on or before April 17th, 2024 
at 1:30 p.m., the date of the 
Review Hearing scheduled in 
Leech Lake Tribal Court, Tribal 
Justice Center, Cass Lake, Min-
nesota.  Failure to appear at the 
above date and time may result 
in the relief requested in the Pe-
tition, and any other relief may 
be granted as prayed for by the 
petitioner.

You are served with this no-
tice via legal publication in the 
DeBahJiMon in two consecu-
tive issues (Leech Lake Judi-
cial Code, title 2, Part II, Rule 5, 
Section C(5)) because you are a 
party to this proceeding or you 
are a person whose presence 
is important to a determination 

concerning your child.	

LEGAL NOTICE

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
in Tribal Court

In the Matter of the Guardian-
ship of: P.J.T.W., Child, DOB: 
09/22/2016. Barbara J. White, 
Petitioner, And Michelle 
Charwood & Nicholas White,                                                               
Respondents,

Case No. FA-21-27

NOTICE
OF LEGAL PUBLICATION NO-
TICE OF HEARING YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that on De-
cember 12, 2023, a Request for 
Permanent Guardianship was 
made with the Leech Lake Tribal 
Court regarding the child(ren) of 
the above-named parents.  You, 
the respondent herein, are here-
by notified that you must appear 
in Leech Lake Tribal Court on 
April 9th, 2024 at 1:30 p.m., the 
date of the Permanent Guard-
ianship Hearing scheduled in 
Leech Lake Tribal Court, Tribal 
Justice Center, Cass Lake, Min-
nesota. 

 Failure to appear at the above 
date and time may result in the 
relief requested, and any other 
relief may be granted as prayed 
for by the petitioner.

You are served with this no-
tice via legal publication in the 
DeBahJiMon in two consecu-
tive issues (Leech Lake Judi-
cial Code, title 2, Part II, Rule 5, 
Section C(5)) because you are a 
party to this proceeding or you 
are a person whose presence 
is important to a determination 

concerning your child.	

LEGAL NOTICE

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
in Tribal Court

In the Matter of the Guardian-
ship of: H.M.M., Child, DOB: 
10/14/2009. Kimberly J. White, 
Petitioner, And George Mitchell 
Jr., Respondent,

Case No. FA-20-120

NOTICE
OF LEGAL PUBLICATION NO-
TICE OF HEARING YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that on 
January 9, 2024, a Request for 
Permanent Guardianship was 
made with the Leech Lake Trib-
al Court regarding the child(ren) 
of the above-named parent.  
You, the respondent herein, are 
hereby notified that you must 
appear in Leech Lake Tribal 
Court on May 14th, 2024 at 
10:00 a.m., the date of the Per-
manent Guardianship Hearing 
scheduled in Leech Lake Tribal 
Court, Tribal Justice Center, 
Cass Lake, Minnesota. 

 Failure to appear at the above 
date and time may result in the 
relief requested, and any other 
relief may be granted as prayed 
for by the petitioner.

You are served with this no-
tice via legal publication in the 
DeBahJiMon in two consecu-
tive issues (Leech Lake Judi-
cial Code, title 2, Part II, Rule 5, 
Section C(5)) because you are a 
party to this proceeding or you 
are a person whose presence 
is important to a determination 
concerning your child.	

LEGAL NOTICE

Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe in Tribal Court

In the Matter of the Guardian-
ship of: H.A.D., Child, DOB: 
02/20/2012. Mary S. Cloud, Pe-
titioner, And Melissa Dvorak, 
Thomas Cloud Jr., & Arthur 
Tallman, Respondents,

Case No. FA-18-110

NOTICE
OF LEGAL PUBLICATION NO-
TICE OF HEARINGYOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that on 
December 12, 2023, a Request 
for Permanent Guardianship 
was made with the Leech Lake 
Tribal Court regarding the 
child(ren) of the above-named 
parents.  You, the respondent 
herein, are hereby notified 
that you must appear in Leech 
Lake Tribal Court on April 9th, 
2024 at 11:00 a.m., the date of 
the Permanent Guardianship 
Hearing scheduled in Leech 
Lake Tribal Court, Tribal Jus-
tice Center, Cass Lake, Min-
nesota. 

 Failure to appear at the above 
date and time may result in 
the relief requested, and any 
other relief may be granted as 
prayed for by the petitioner.

You are served with this notice 
via legal publication in the De-
BahJiMon in two consecutive 
issues (Leech Lake Judicial 
Code, title 2, Part II, Rule 5, 
Section C(5)) because you are 
a party to this proceeding or 
you are a person whose pres-
ence is important to a determi-
nation concerning your child.

LEGAL NOTICE

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
in Tribal Court

In the Matter of the Guardian-
ship of: L.M.C., Child, DOB: 
12/11/2021. Derek Frazer, Pe-
titioner, And Mallori Y.R. Fish-
erman & Rasheem Coleman, 
Respondents,

Case No. FA-23-108

NOTICE
OF LEGAL PUBLICATION NO-
TICE OF HEARING YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that on No-
vember 29, 2023, a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian (Mi-
nor) was filed with the Leech 
Lake Tribal Court regarding 
the child(ren) of the above-
named parents.  You, the re-
spondent herein, are hereby 
notified that you must appear 
in Leech Lake Tribal Court on 
March 7th, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. 
the date of the Initial Hearing 
scheduled in Leech Lake Trib-
al Court, Tribal Justice Center, 
Cass Lake, Minnesota.  Failure 
to appear at the above date 
and time may result in the re-
lief requested in the Petition, 
and any other relief may be 
granted as prayed for by the 
petitioner.

You are served with this notice 
via legal publication in the De-
BahJiMon in two consecutive 
issues (Leech Lake Judicial 
Code, title 2, Part II, Rule 5, 
Section C(5)) because you are 
a party to this proceeding or 
you are a person whose pres-
ence is important to a de-
termination concerning your 
child.	

DEBAHJIMON
Debahjimon can be found 
at the following locations:

District I
Ball Club Comm. Center
White Oak Casino
Cenex Station
Max Mart
Inger Comm. Center
Deer River School

District II
Bug O Nay Ge Shig School
Bena Community Center
Bena Store
Sugar Point Comm. Center
Kego Lake Comm. Center

District III
Cass Lake Rest Area
Che We Station
Leech Lake RTC

Tribal Justice Center
Facility Center
Dairy Queen
Cass Lake IHS
Cass Lake Dental Clinic
Leech Lake Market
Shell Station
Diabetes Clinic
Woman’s Halfway House
White Earth Office
Child Welfare Office

Financial Services
Woman's Services
Opioid Clinic
Leech Lake DRM
MCT Headquarters
Cass Lake-Bena H.S.
Cedar Lakes Casino
Leech Lake Gaming
Junction Station
Leech Lake Tribal College
Men’s Halfway House

Leech Lake Health Division
RBC Building
Tribal Development
Leech Lake Housing

Bemidji
Sanford Center Box Office
Tesoro Station
Bemidji Public Library
Social Services Building
Bemidji IHS Building

LLBO Health Clinic
Bemidji State Univ. AIRC
Northwest OIC
Oshki Manidoo Center
Simonson’s Station
Tesoro Station

The Debahjimon is a free, 
monthly publication.
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	 The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe is 
seeking bids for princess and brave crowns, 
Neckties, and Sashes needed for each 
community Pow Wow. Submit separate 
bids for each Royalty item listed below. 

BIDS ARE BEING SOUGHT FOR
•	 Leech Lake Memorial Powwow 

Princess and Brave Beaded Crown 
with title and year, Beaded Necktie 
with title and year, and 2 Sashes 
with title, and year

•	 Leech Lake Days Princess and 
Brave Beaded Crown with title and 
year, Beaded Necktie with title and 
year, and 2 Sashes with title, and year

•	 Leech Lake Sagasweiwe Powwow 
Princess and Brave Beaded Crown 
with title and year, Beaded Necktie 
with title and year, and 2 Sashes 
with title, and year

•	 Miigwech Manoomin Princess and 
Brave Beaded Crown with title and 
year, Beaded Necktie with title and 
year, and 2 Sashes with title, and year 

•	 Onigum Princess and brave (Sr, Jr, 
and Tiny tot) Beaded Crowns with 
title and year, Beaded Neckties with 
title and year, and 6 Sashes with 
title, and year

•	 Chachabahning Princess and Brave 
Beaded Crown with title and year, 
Beaded Necktie with title and year, 
and 2 Sashes with title, and year

•	 Battle Point Princess and Brave 
Beaded Crown with title and year, 
Beaded Necktie with title and year, 
and 2 Sashes with title, and year 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR SEALED BID
•	 State bid amount, royalty item(s) 

that bid is being put in for and affix 
signature. Place document in enve-
lope and seal.

•	 Name and address of the bidder 
must be shown in the upper left 
corner of the envelope.

•	 The phrase “SEALED BID 
ENCLOSED: POWWOW NAME” 
must be shown in the lower left cor-
ner of the envelope.

•	 Bids must be postmarked by 
February 29, 2024 or delivered in 
person to the Purchasing Office by 
4:30 PM February 29, 2024.

MAIL TO 
LLBO Pow Wow Coordinator

Attn: Rodney Johnson
190 Sailstar Dr NW

Cass Lake, MN 56633

	 Any questions relating to the royalty 
Items can be directed to the Pow Wow 
Coordinator at 218-335-3637. Questions 
related to the sealed bidding process can 
be directed to LLBO Purchasing at 218-
335-8200. Miigwech!

Bids Wanted for 
Royalty Items
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Subscribe to DEBAHJIMON
This is a FREE subscription

Name:_______________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

City:_________________________State:___________ Zip:_____________

Check one:
  New Subscription
  Moved / New Address:

      Include previous zip code   ___________
  Remove From Mailing List

Mail to:
Debahjimon

190 Sailstar Dr.
Cass Lake, MN 

56633

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
Summary of Job Openings

www.llojibwe.org | drop off or mail documents to:
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe - Human Resources

115 Sixth St. NW, Suite E - Cass Lake, MN 56633
Fax documents to: 1-218-335-3697

Call 218-335-3698 or toll free 1-800-631-5521 for more info
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS ARE OPEN UNTIL FILLED
Mental Health Professional (4) ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-008

CTSS Mental Health Practitioner ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-010
Mental Health Clinical Trainee (4) ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-011

ARMHS Mental Health Practitioner ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-012
On-Call Crisis Response Mental Health Professional (3) ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-013
On-Call Crisis Response Mental Health Practitioner (5) ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-014

Program Accountant (2) ~ Finance ~ Job Code: 23-015
Lead Nurse (A.R.C) ~ Human Services ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-035

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Attendant (4) (Part Time) ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-044
Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) (4) ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-045

Billing Specialist ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-052
WIC & Nutrition Registered Dietician (2) ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-054

Maternal Child Health RN ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-059
Home Healthcare RN (2) ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-061

Registered Dietitian (Diabetes’s Program) ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-063
Accounts Receivable Clerk I ~ Finance ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-099

Plumber (Facilities Maintenance) ~ DPW ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-121
Maajiigin Center Manager ~ Education ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-123

Accounts Receivable Team Leader ~ Finance ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-126
Internal Auditor ~ Internal Audit ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-127

Community Wellness & Recovery Navigator ~ DPS ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-136
Police Officer (2) ~ DPS ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-144

Narcotics Investigator ~ DPS ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-145
Police Officer (Part time) ~ DPS ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-146
RN Diabetes Educator ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-147

Family Skills Worker ~ Administration ~ $19.75/hr ~ Job Code: 23-150
Diabetes Registered Dietitian ~ Health ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-152

Naagaanizid Gekinwaa’amaaged (Lead) ~ Education ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-154
Pre School Team Leader ~ Education ~ D.O.Q ~ Job Code: 23-155

For a full list of employment opportunities with LLBO please visit:
https://www.llojibwe.org/jobs/llbojobs.html

District II

From the District II Office 
Steve, Lindsey, & Michelle

District I

District III*

From the District III Office LeRoy, Toni & Kari

*all coupons must be used within Birthday Month*

From the District I Office  Kyle, Amanda & Janelle

Honoring & 
Celebrating 
Our Elders

February Birthdays

Roger Anderson
Joanne Bellanger
Clifford Benjamin

Ruth Bongo
Mary Burnette
Leon Butcher
Theresa Cash

Maxine Charwood
Stanley Chief

Marlene Clausen
Ronald Cloud

Tina Cloud
Steven Day

Roberta Decker
Diana Eason

Carol Fairbanks
Georgianna Feigum

Sally Fineday
Sharon Finn

Wallis Humphrey
Bruce Johnson
Cheryl Johnson
Ronald Johnson

James Jones
Tara Jones

Elizabeth Kingbird

Brenda Kornezos
Pauline LaRose
Kenneth Losh
Fred Lovelace

Herbert Medina
Pamela Michaud
Timothy Moon

Michael Murphy
Tracy O’Brien

Richard Robinson
Alan Ruppelius
Henry Rushman

Bernie Smith
Stacy Smith
Keith St. Cyr
Karen Staples

Kenneth Staples
Ramona Staples

James Starr
Jacquelyn Tibbetts

Lois Tibbetts
Delcie Tonce

Lucille Wakanabo
Flora White

Beverly Whitebird
Ruth Wind

Lawrence Seelye
Carol Stangel

Doris Groce
Donald Charwood

Scott Drumbeater Jr.
Douglas Stately

Caroline Roy
Katherine Sheffield

Sherry Jenkins
Charles Morrison
Wanda Bellanger
Julia Whitebird
Edith Wilson

Brenda Carter
Edward Howard Jr.

Ione Wydra
Josephine Brown

Samuel Johnson Jr.
Melissa Bowstring
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Niigaane Ojibwe Language Immersion Program
15353 Silver Eagle Drive, Bena MN 56626

Telephone: 218-665-3000
Toll free: 1-800-265-5576

www.bugonaygeshig.org

Developed by Camille Naslund, Ed.D.,
Niigaane Program Director / Teacher

Memorial Day
Traditional Pow Wow

May 24 - 26, 2024
Cass Lake, MN 56633

Maajiiziigwan Round Dance
March 9, 2024 Cass Lake, MN 56633

Onigum 25th Annual 
Traditional Pow Wow

July 26 - 28, 2024
Onigum, MN 56484

Waa Wiye Gaa Mag 20th
Annual Traditional Pow Wow

June 14 - 16, 2024
S. Lake, MN 56681

Cha Cha Bah Ning 43rd
Annual Traditional Pow Wow

August 23 - 25, 2024
Inger, MN 56636

5th Annual Leech Lake Days
Traditional Pow Wow

June 21 - 23, 2024
Cass Lake, MN 56633

Sagasweiwe 3rd Annual
Traditional Pow Wow
September 6 - 8, 2024
Cass Lake, MN 56633

Mii Gwitch Mahnomen Days 
61st Annual Traditional Pow Wow

July 19 - 21, 2024
Ball Club, MN 56636

Battle Point 26th Annual 
Traditional Pow Wow

September 20 - 22, 2024
Battle/Sugar Point, MN 56641

2024 LLBO POW WOW SCHEDULE

For more info call: 218-335-4483 or visit facebook.com/llpowwows
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